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Stream in the Chinese Desert 

I am so glad that Mr, David Adeney 
... presented me with two copies of His 
which are invaluable to me and from I 
know you are doing a great work for 
university students, especially for Chris- 
tian students. First time, I discovered His 
is an excellent magazine for us in world 
and I’m sure who read His who can ob- 
tains good luck from Father! 

It is an unprecedentedly serious age in 
human history today. All of us stand on 
crossroad; we have to make up our mind 
where shall we go—Destruction or Exis- 
tence? Surely our Father doesn’t permit 
us to ride on wall. We can only take 
this way which is prepared for us by our 
Father to go to Existence. Dear editors, 
is that true? 


LV. Method’ 


Hav: YOU NOTICED that the New Testa- 
ment contains no manual of approved 
procedure for evangelism? Our Lord’s 
training of His disciples for the work of 
world evangelism did not include meth- 
ods or special ways to reach men. He 
taught them the truth of God. He taught 
them of Himself. At first, they stayed 
with Him; then He sent them forth to 
preach. As commanded, they first tar- 
ried in Jerusalem until they were em- 
powered with the Holy Spirit; then they 
evangelized the world. 

God's method is men rather than tech- 
niques and special approaches. 


Here was a desert before our Holy 
Light Christian Fellowship established 
where and while we couldn't get conso- 
lation but sorrows, Now, thank God, we 
have found a stream in the desert under 
Father's direction. All of our members 
receive favors from our Father day by 
day. Dear editors, will you always send 
me your publications and recommend me 
for a correspondent of your readers? 


There are many approaches, many 
God-honoring ways of doing Christian 
work, but only one Saviour, one message, 
one goal. ‘‘Where the Spirit of the Lord 
is, there is liberty.” If Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship is to continue to be 
used of God, this liberty of the Spirit 
must be preserved. Though we as indi- 
viduals may be accustomed to one type 
of approach, we must beware of refusing 
a man of God and thus the blessing of 
God because he uses a method different 
from ours. 


National Chung Cheng University 
Nanchang, Kiangsi, China Hu YEN-HAN 


Prayer’s Point 


I cannot understand why [Lambert 
McClintic} talks about the ‘‘contradic- 
tion of prayer’ (April His), or why he 
makes prayer analogous to a highway. He 
and others talk as if prayer were a rou- 
tine Christians go through to get what 
they need... . The whole point of prayer 
... is the recognition of our helplessness 
in a particular situation, In short, we tell 
God what we need, why we need it, and 
that we recognize that we cannot accom- 
plish or get it without His help. Prayer 
is no means to anything. If there is such 
a thing as a method of getting what we 
need from God, it is by confessing our 
helplessness to Him. 

Los Angeles, Calif. WILLIAM SAMARIN 
We hope Reader Samarin will like 
“Can Prayer Change God's Mind?” by 
Canon T. C. Hammond in this issue. 
—Ep. 


Last spring a man active with Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship commented 
on a visiting campus speaker: “His is not 
the Inter-Varsity way of doing things.” 
The implication was that the speaker 
should not be asked again. 


Such an attitude is not unlike that 
which Christ rebuked in the disciples 
when they complained to Him of one 
who was casting out demons in His name 
but not following with the disciples. This 
one did not do things their way; there- 


fore he was doing them wrongly, they 
thought, 


Have we slipped into a special way of 
doing things on campus? Have we a 
method, an approach which is so correct 

Continued on page 32 
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HIS as Anti-Doubt 


His has been such a_ tremendov 
strength to me in what has been the mos 
severe time of testing my faith has eve 
experienced. Am a senior in the univer. 
sity here, and last term for the first time 
in eight years of knowing Jesus as m 
Lord I found such difficulty in reading 
the Bible—each time brought fresh 
doubts, His was my strength when even 
the Lord seemed to increase my doubts, 
. . . Have looked for the feature ‘My 
Professor Says” in recent issues and each 
time have been disappointed because it \Cap | 
has not been included. . . . I think a cok Witn, 
umn like that would be a tremendou IIL 
strength, “a 
Los Angeles, Calif. Dixie F. NEELE J, ( 

We regret that unforeseen circum e di 
stances prevented that column from ap)" 
pearing in the last four issues. You will Jesus, 
note that it is back this time and we hopt As I: 
it will be a regular feature from now on, Can 
—einh: On te 

The ' 


Assist. 


Articles Hit Home 
Let me take this opportunity to com Reg 
mend you on the excellent articles it }pai.,, 
His. “Being Willing Isn’t Enough’ 
{March His} has again turned my eyes 
to the mission field; it seems as if I can't 
stay at home and still know all that the | 
Lord has for me. I have found ‘This 
Morning With God’ the magazine’ 
most valuable contribution to my spit 
itual growth. . . . One more article 
“Knowledge Makes a _ Difference,’ 
{March His} hits home perfectly. 
JEAN Paris 
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Seattle, Washington 


Dutch Jealousy 

When we see your His we become al- 
most jealous. With such a periodical it 
will be much easier to organize your at 
tacks on the non-Christian world. 
Rotterdam, Holland J. W. K. BARN | 
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From the Inter-Varsity Bookshelf: 


Net A Watchman 


by F. Christopker Maddox 


I. OUR SEARCH for a suitable title for 
this booklet, the thought in our minds 
has been that of the watchman in his 
watchtower (Isaiah 21:6-9). The proph- 
et is observing the signs of the times: 
the campaign is long, but as certainly as 
he saw the hosts go out, he knows they 
will return victoriously. The Lord Jesus 
Himself teaches us to watch and pray. 
And so this booklet is designed to help 
us in the first part in order that our 
activity in the second may be the more 
effective. It is not for straight reading 
nor simply a collection of particular 
prayer requests. It will best serve its 
purpose if one reads it through gradu- 
ally and keeps it for frequent reference 
when using periodic prayer circulars. 


The main purpose of this booklet is 
to stimulate and feed informed prayer 
for missionary work; but how many will 
read it, put it aside, pray once or twice, 
and then let the matter be forgotten till 
there is another stimulus ? 


The Acts of the Apostles and the 
Epistles teach us the part that earnest and 
persistent prayer played in the spread of 
the early church; the history of missions 
is the story of growth out of prayer; 
the biographies of outstanding mission- 
aries are full of the importance of prayer 
both in initiating new work and in per- 
severing in the nurture of young church- 
es. Yet how tragically is this greatest 
weapon neglected! It is probably the 
most talked of, but least used method! 
Neither foreign missionary nor home 
church has the sole right or sole respon- 
sibility in prayer: the former is in close 
contact with events and lifts his heart to 
God continually in each new circum- 
stance; but the home church does not 
discharge its responsibility by mention- 
ing in prayer the name of a mission field, 
or a particular place or missionary. Ef- 

(Continued on page 32, column 2) 











Prayer changes things. And yet God, to whom we pray, 


is unchangeable. Is there a solution to the problem: 


a EARNEST CHILD of God who en- 
gages in prayer regularly and heeds 
the apostolic injunction “In everything 
. . . let your requests be made known 
unto God” has no doubt as to the effi- 
cacy of prayer. There are too many in- 
stances in personal experience of definite 
answers to prayer to permit of any lin- 
gering suspicion that prayer is ineffective. 

It is good for us all to realize that 
practical point before we entertain ques- 
tions and problems. And it is scientific. 
We are no longer threshing about in a 
sea of speculation. We have a definite 
fact to account for. 

To this end it is helpful to make a 
note of answered prayer. How many 
forget to say thank-you to God. Some 
of us pray and get an answer and take 
it as something that would have hap- 
pened anyway. Unconsciously we are 
assuming that our prayers are nothing 
more than wishes, some of which we get 
and some of which we do not. If we 
made a note of our prayers and the re- 


markable regularity with which answers 
‘ae 


(an Praver(} 


come, we could be speedily delivered 


from this attitude of unbelief and in-. 


gratitude. 

Of course such a summary of answered 
prayer will not solve all difficulties. We 
will have still the problem of unan- 
swered prayer to meet. But such a sum- 
mary will bring the conviction to our 
souls that prayer is effective. We will 
cheerfully assent to Tennyson’s line, 
“More things are wrought by prayer 
than this world dreams of.” 

But many lead a prayerless life. Many 
more limit their ordinary prayer to vague 
aspirations after good. They think that 
prayer puts them into a suitable frame 
of mind and that is the conclusion of 
the whole matter, 

Others have recourse to prayer only 
in emergencies. How often do we hear, 
“We can do nothing now but pray.” 
And the hearer woefully shakes his 
head and murmurs, “Is it really as bad 
as that?” What a shocking travesty of 
God’s gracious provision: There are 
times when we can do nothing but pray! 


But there is no time when we should & groane 
anything without prayer. Bishop Butle until 1 
more than two hundred years ap effects 
warned against this emergency theoy fessor 
of God. He tells us not to think Goi “Long 
does nothing because He does certait Now 1 
things often. We are so accustomed tt develo 
seed-time and harvest that we look upo unable 
them simply as “natural.” Wher fall, \ 
drought or mildew threaten our food prayer 
supplies, that is unusual and then we and sc 
have recourse to God. If we onl ligent 
thought for a few moments of all th That \ 
concomitant circumstances that contrib many | 
ute to a successful harvest, our eyes woul! that s 
be opened to see the marvel of Gods explar 
constant operation in providence. It. But 
would give added meaning to our prayet: affairs 
“Give us this day our daily bread.” of th 

We have much to learn concerning tht letter 
relation of the inanimate world and Churc 
animals to man. People everywhere at studer 
disposed to limit the effects of sin t matics 
the ordered world of rational beings of a | 
They cannot attach any real meaning 0 and s 
St. Paul’s message, ‘The whole creatia releas 
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‘Change God's Mind? 


by T. C. Hammond 


ld d groaneth and travaileth in pain together 
jutle until now.” So they limit prayer in its 
agi effects to the mental world, As a pro- 
neon fessor of philosophy recently stated it, 
Go “Long ago men used to pray for rain. 
rtail Now with the science of meteorology so 
ed tt developed, while we admit we are yet 
upot unable to predict with accuracy the rain- 
Vhe fall, we know enough to realize that 
foo prayer can exercise no influence upon it 
1 we and so we offer no prayer, that is, intel- 
only ligent people no longer pray for rain.” 
| th That view is more widely accepted than 
trib many might think. Of course it assumes 
‘oull that secondary causes offer the whole 
30d; explanation of any phenomenon. 
. lt. But we soon see that even in ordinary 
aye: affairs that is not so. As an illustration 
of the real problem, we might cite a 
gth letter Dr. Darcy, then Primate of the 
ani Church of Ireland, and a distinguished 
2 aft student of both philosophy and mathe- 
n matics, wrote to The Spectator. He told 
ings. of a little girl who played with matches 
gt and set fire to a hillside. Given the 
ation released caloric value, a meteorologist 
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could make a shrewd conjecture as to 
when the rain thus hindered from falling 
on the hillside would be deposited. But 
what about determining what the child 
would do—or when she would do it? 

We can go even further and say it 
is also a contradiction in terms to sug- 
gest that wholly blind forces can ever 
be determined. But if meaning is not 
there, it is futile to read it into observed 
phenomena. If there is an intelligent 
process behind even the ordinary man- 
ifestations of nature, it is not irrational 
to assume that an Intelligent Being is 
responsible for the processes and can 
control them, We may also assume that 
the exercise of that control will be ac- 
cording to wisdom and not the subject 
of mere caprice. This explains why sin- 
cere prayers yet remain unanswered. To 
mistake a part of the field of experience 
for the whole is a common error both of 
philosophers and ordinary men, 

But the question recurs: What is an- 
swered prayer? Can we change the mind 
of God and get Him to do what He had 





not before proposed or to refrain from 
putting His purpose into execution? 
There are passages of Scripture that seem 
to support an idea of that kind. God, 
we read, sent Jonah to Nineveh with 
a message: “Yet forty days, and Nineveh 
shall be overthrown.” Then we read, 
“God repented of the evil, that He had 
said that he would do unto them; and 
he did it not.” This is not an isolated 
passage. We have, ‘‘It repented the Lord 
that he had made man on the earth, and 
it grieved him at his heart.” Over and 
over again messages are found exhort- 
ing men to seek the Lord with weeping 
and fasting in order that some threat- 
ened evil may be averted. The passages 
are sO numerous that any Bible student 
will be able to recall several. 


But then there are other passages that 
seem to tell us the exact opposite. Balaam 
tells Balak, ‘‘God is not a man, that he 
should lie; neither the son of man, that 
he should repent: hath he said, and shall 
he not do it? or hath he spoken, and 
shall he not make it good?” Samuel re- 








ts the substance of this message to 
Saul, “And also the Strength of Israel 
will not lie nor repent: for he is not a 
man, that he should repent.” God, we 
are told, “maketh the wrath of man to 
praise him and the remainder he re- 
strains.” James speaks of God as “the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning.” 
These passages are but a selection from 
a very large number, 

It is not enough to say that both sets 
of statements are anthropomorphic. That 
may be conceded at once. Both sets of 
passages represent an accommodation to 
our modes of thought, But the difficulty 
lies deeper than the form. How may 
these apparently contradictory statements 
be reconciled? It is well for us to be 
humble and to admit that the unchang- 
ing government of God in His universe 
presents problems that strain our think- 
ing. But if God’s ways were easy to 
comprehend, He would not be the om- 
niscient and in every way supernatural 
God we know. We must be on our guard 
against cut-and-dried solutions. We must 
seek an answer with due humility. Even 
if our answer is imperfect, it may yet 
enable us to penetrate a little farther into 
the mind and will of God. 

Perhaps some light may be thrown on 
the problem—and on the related ques- 
tion of the value of prayer—if we con- 
sider the phenomenon of change. If 
we stand on a ship bidding good-bye to 
our friends, the wharf appears to recede 
from us. We know that the wharf is 
stationary and we are moving with the 
ship, but still the illusion remains that 
our friends are slowly drifting away from 
us. And it is not wholly an illusion. 
What our change of position has really 
done is to alter the relation between us 
and our friends. And it is the very fact 
that they are stationary that creates the 
altered relation. Could they move with 
us there would be no change in our 
relation. 

You may have heard the old observa- 
tion that every time a man takes off his 
hat to a lady he travels seven miles bare- 
headed without catching cold. But the 
lady travels with him in the earth’s rota- 
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tion, so they are still opposite each other 
at the end of the journey. In the same 
way, God’s unalterable purpose makes 
inevitable that which appears to us to be 
an alteration. 

Balak thought he could work evil 
magic against the children of Israel. 
Balaam was equally unscrupulous, but a 
great deal shrewder. He knew that there 
was no chance of making a spell work 
against the purposes of God. So he set 
about things in a different way. He 
sought to achieve his purpose through 
the unalterable law of God by causing 
Israel to mingle sinfully with the people 
of Midian. He changed the relation be- 
tween God and His people. And thus 
the unalterable character of God inevita- 
bly visited judgment where before there 
was mercy. Balaam perished by the 
sword, but not until twenty-four thou- 
sand of the children of Israel had been 
destroyed. In this story—marked out in 
the New Testament as indicating a very 
critical time in Israel’s experience and 
as offering us a solemn warning—the act 
of God was apparently an act of repent- 
ance. The change in man necessitated 
the action of divine attributes suited to 
the change. Thus God had apparently 
changed, precisely because He is always 
the same God. 

We are in a position to answer our 
question: We cannot change the mind 
of God and get Him to do what He had 
not before proposed. Prayer does not 
work in that way. Yet prayer is not 
merely a subjective experience which 
makes us submissive to judgment or re- 
sponsive to God’s commands. It is a great 
deal more than that. Prayer changes 
things. The late G. F. Andrews, who 
spent much of his life in India, described 
the two forms of the divine predestina- 
tion held by Indian cults. He called one 
the monkey theory and the other the cat 
theory. The monkey jumps from branch 
to branch with its young clinging round 
its neck. The mother monkey does the 
work, but the young one consciously 
clings. The cat, on the contrary, trans- 
ports its kitten by grabbing it by the back 
of the neck and carrying it willy-nilly. 
No illustration is perfect. But those who 


deny that prayer effects real change hun work, 
a cat theory in which man is not merejwill di 
helpless—for both the baby monkey ant sakes ¢ 
the kitten are that—but also wholly jy Is it 
operative and non-moral, form a 
That is more like the Mohammed, comm« 
theory of Kismet than the Christian dq the iss 
trine of salvation. We are dealing wij God w 
a moral God. His purposes are unalty comma 
able because He is a God of truth, righ with p 
eousness, and grace, No change of tim wholly 
or place can touch His immeasurab) ration2 
holiness. Can 
But His decrees are not arbitra, ous ar} 
determinations uninfluenced by the ete.’ way ou 
nal principles of right and wrong whit _ It is 
are transcripts of His holy nature. Ani and he 
so we conceive of a vast area of relatin can co 
called into being by the fiat of Goi only b 
Through them all pulses the invariabl the bre 
holiness of God. God saw everythin, the sla 
that He had made and believed it wy is a p 
very good. God blessed His creatures in the 
But when sin entered—just because ky after t 
was the same God—He said, ‘‘Cursedi tight r 
the ground for thy sake.” and th 
Had God varied, there might hay ly con 
been a different attitude. But “th) to obse 
Strength of Israel will not lie norr Int 
pent.” Because He is holy there mu prophe 
be a holy reaction against sin. The ree moral 
tion is changed to this universe, becauy dained 
this universe has changed. but ne 
To apply the argument to the dire His gr 
question of prayer, let us consider God: The 
message through Ezekiel. After speakiny the pr 
wonderfully rich promises for the te of the 
toration of Israel, the bringing of lit do no 
to its dead body, God says: “Not for you belief. 
sakes do I this, saith the Lord God, bet upon « 
known unto you: be ashamed and cm, 4s unb 
founded for your own ways, O house ® agains 
Israel.” This statement in effect is t of Go 
peated twice in the chapter (Ezekiel 36) in the 
Yet we read almost immediately, “Ths holdin 
saith the Lord God, I will yet for this that h 
enquired of by the house of Israel, are co 
do it for them; I will increase them wit the di 
men like a flock.” dition 
Is the command to pray a conditia mercy 
of the great restoration promised? ! subjec 
cannot be a condition in the sense tht liable 
God has to wait for the response of Hi sumpt 
people before He undertakes His might tribut. 
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Is it then merely a command to per- 
form an action that is in itself, perhaps, 
commendable, but strictly irrelevant to 
the issue? It is difficult to conceive that 
God who is the Author of reason would 
command an irrational action. To seek 
with petition for that which must come 
wholly apart from petition does not seem 
rational. 

Can we find a way out? If the previ- 
ous argument is in any sense cogent, the 
way out seems quite plain. 

It is true that man, like Israel, is dead 
and hopeless. It is true that the bones 
can come together, each with its fellow, 
only by the almighty grace of God. And 
the breath of God must also breathe upon 
the slain that they may live. Yet there 
is a particular and definite articulation 
in the joining of bone to bone, and 


el after this articulation there is a certain 
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right relation between the flesh and lungs 
and the breath of God. There is a divine- 
ly conceived order here which we do well 
to observe closely. 

In the same way, when we carry the 
prophetic message into the sphere of our 
moral life, we see that certain God-or- 
dained conditions provided by Him— 
but nevertheless indispensable—govern 
His gracious dealings with men. 

The opposite point of view to that of 
the prophet is given us in the message 
of the Evangelist, “And he could there 
do no mighty work because of their un- 
belief.” There is here a limitation set 


i upon our Lord’s gracious works. So long 


as unbelief continued there was a barrier 


| against the healing operation of the Son 


of God, We have the same suggestion 
in the record that Paul steadfastly be- 
holding the impotent man at Lystra saw 
that he had faith to be healed. So there 
are conditions that are indispensable to 
the divine operations, whether these con- 
ditions are provided by the unmerited 
mercy of God or are contributed by the 
subjects of His grace, The error we are 
liable to fall into is the too-ready as- 
sumption that a condition must be con- 


) tributed by men, independent of the 
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divine will and enabling. Once we put 
aside this assumption as irrelevant, and 
often entirely wrong, there is no further 
difficulty in seeing that a God of moral 
order operates in accordance with His 
own immutable character and secures or 
accepts conditions which are not imposed 
upon Him by an external fatal deter- 
mination, but are the full and free ex- 
pression of His own eternal nature. 
Where certain conditions are absent, then 
no mighty work has been or can be per- 
formed. God works in us to will and 
to do of His own good pleasure, but 
God works in us. There is and there 
must be a human response to the divine 
overture. That is embodied in Augus- 
tine’s famous phrase, “Draw us, and we 
will run after Thee.” 

Hence we can say, ‘Prayer changes 
things.” It is not simply a subjective 
attitude of mind which has no relation 
to the economy of man’s salvation be- 
yond helping him to realize his need and 
God’s wondrous provision. It is a con- 
dition induced of God but indispensable 
for the performance of His work of 
grace. Prayer is at once a spiritual con- 
dition and the evidence of it. The awak- 
ened soul cries unto God as naturally as 
the infant cries for food. Where the cry 
is lacking, there is danger of death. And 
the cry brings the answer because the 
mother-heart is turned to the wail of a 
babe. Dare we say that God also creates 
in us this yearning after Him and His 
will, and is under the compulsion of 
His own nature to answer the call which 
is of His creation ? 

Further, we are all bound together in 
the bundle of life; and there is a relation 
between the praying souls and the as-yet- 
unawakened, which is fully known only 
to God. ‘And he said, O let not the 
Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but 
this once: Peradventure ten shall be 
found there. And he said, I will not 
destroy it for ten’s sake’’ (Genesis 18: 
32). There were four in Sodom, by no 
means robust believers, but we may pre- 
sume people who at least prayed to God. 
Had there been six more, Sodom had 
been saved. 


God did not change. He saved the 


four from immediate destruction, even 
though one looked backward and was 
enveloped in the disaster. God created 
the spirit that sought after Him, yet the 
influence was not sufficient to justify Him 
in His holiness in saving the entire city. 
What a lesson to us! The languishing 
spirit of prayer is evidence of the lack 
of those conditions in which God works 

savingly. 
Prayer is objectively effective. “Men 
ought always to pray, and not to faint.” 
END 


© ses T. C. HAMMOND, Principal of Moore 
Theological College at Sydney, Australia, has 
spent the past year in the British Isles, visiting 
English universities. This summer he endeared 
himself to students at Campus in the Woods, 
where he brought the morning Bible hour 
messages during the last half of August. 

He was born in Cork, Ireland over seventy 
years ago and received Christ as his Saviour 
when he was 13, as the result of a conversa- 
tion with a boys’ leader in the Cork YMCA. 
He began to work when he was 132 but gave 
up secular work when he was 19. After three 
years with the Irish Church Missions (of 
which he later became General Superintend- 
ent), he entered Trinity College, Dublin, for 
his B.A. He also has his M.A. as a Wray 
Prizeman, First Gold Medallist in Philosophy. 
The Australian School of Theology conferred 
upon him the honorary Th.D. 

He is a Referee of the British IVF and 
Vice-President of the Australian IVF, and has 
written several IVF books, including "In Un- 
derstanding Be Men” and "Reasoning Faith,” 
and the newly completed "'The New Crea- 
tion,” a series of studies on the doctrine of 
salvation. He will leave for Australia some- 
time in November at the conclusion of a brief 
speaking tour through Canada and the United 
States. 

Of his immediate prospects, the Canon says, 
"I see retirement, if not my home call in the 
very near future.” 


A Doctor in the House? 


A veteran missionary, ]. Alexander Clarke, 


twice knighted by the Belgian government for 
his service, describes the need for a doctor on 
his field in the Congo. There are nurses, but 
the need for a doctor is so urgent that the 
Belgian government is willing to subsidize 
him. Clarke is a Plymouth Brethren Missions 
man, and the doctor should be preferably, 
but not necessarily of the same church fellow- 
ship. Any one qualified and interested may 
write directly to him at Mulongo, Elizabeth- 
ville, Congo Belge, Africa. 
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a WEDNESDAY NIGHT calling grow 
has seen action again. Meeting at 6:15 
those interested make calls on student 
with whom we have had some means ¢ 
contact, e.g., letters from pastors ani 
friends, parties, guest register, and o 
members. The calls are to acquaint th 
individuals with what Michigan Chri 
tian Fellowship has to offer. But as th 
Lord’s guidance becomes evident in; 
contact, our real purpose is to tell abor 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. | 
recent weeks we have found such boo. 
lets as “Did Christ Die in Vain?” a 
“Is Christianity Credible?” to be of te 
value. We also leave a printed prog 
of our activities. 

There has been expressed a feelin, 
of discouragement because the callin 
seemed impersonal. Some have suggests A 
that we restrict our calls to a very fe a 
and then stick with these throughout th d 
year. But we feel that we must at les ~si 
determine whether those on the lists at oe 
interested before we slight them in ord nim 
to concentrate on those we know to b d 
interested. -_ 

Chri 


We believe that God uses the hones 
thro 


natural, Spirit-led witness. This has bet victi 
our experience in a number of cast h 

earl 
And yet the results do seem meaget ie 
This we believe is not due to insincetit 


on the part of the workers, but rathe a 


: : abot 
to the insufficient number of those wh “te 


at U. of ™. really care enough about the souls ¢ of 
their student friends to do somethin 





about it. It definitely has to do with ou = 
Christian unity. If any of the compe my 

nents of a body be diseased, the whol 
ad . ed ; body suffers. With equal certainty, i bec 
This is the report of the Campus Witness Committee at the Uni- f Christi Fell hi : ‘hapy 
versity of Michigan for 1947-8. Though such a report would not usually —* — : ristian eLowsnip pe stud 
come to the pages of His, it contains lots of ideas that other chapters = be nope ams ill, the whole - by a 
can use in their witness for Christ. i see aan — 7 fore 
; ty implies that eac folle 


is right with God and going on to: 
deeper fellowship with Him. It mean 
faithfulness in personal prayer and it 
Bible study. It covers all those little items 
of daily living—dependability in reli 
tions with non-Christian friends, an¢ 
self-sacrifice not done for pride’s sake 
It even means Christians getting into the 
dormitories where their witness could 
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to the task assigned, fulfilling of duty, 
sticking to the post. It might even mean 
staying on campus seven days out of 
seven, instead of the regular ratio of five 
to two. 

Another project which has been 
launched this year is the hospital work. 
It has not been possible nor permissible 
to do direct evangelistic or religious 
work, The hospital has given opportuni- 
ties for part-time work in the hospital 
library. In distributing books to various 
students, there are opportunities to speak 
of Christ. This has to be done with care 
in order that the hospital rules not be 
violated. 

The semi-monthly Saturday meetings 
have again proved valuable. They have 
been times of thinking through questions 
often posed by unbelieving students. 
Appropriately enough they have also 
been times of sharing personal problems 
and heart burdens. We feel these meet- 
ings to be of utmost importance for the 
following reasons. (1) They give Chris- 
tians an insight into the difficulties other 
students are having, (2) They give 
Christians an opportunity to think 
through a means of attack. (3) A con- 
viction of spirit resulting in an increased 
heart burden for some friend has often 
come from such a gathering. (4) When 
Christians gather with those of like faith, 
abond of love is established which some- 
how lends encouragement to the living 
of the consistent life in the daily routine. 

The guest register at the Sunday meet- 
ings, though it seems a minor item, plays 
a definite role and we urge that its use 
be continued. A number of times it has 


‘happened that we have been able to find 


students who need us and whom we need 
by asking them to sign the register be- 
fore leaving. These names have been 
followed up by form post cards, two of 


We have missed you at our Michigan 
Christian Fellowship meetings lately. 
Why don't you plan to come next Sun- 


day for an hour of fellowship? Remem- 
ber the program begins at 4:30 with a 
social time following. 

Cordially yours, 
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We were glad to have you with us 
at the Michigan Christian Fellowship 
meeting last Sunday. We hope you 
enjoyed the program and social time 
with the other students, 

Another interesting meeting has been 
planned for this coming Sunday at 4:30. 
Won't you try to meet with us again? 


Cordially yours, 


which are here shown. You will notice 
that there is one for new people and one 
for those whom we have not seen for 
some time. We feel that sending out 
these tokens is important and should be 
done expeditiously anud faithfully. 

The card file has been put into a fairly 
decent order but great improvement is 
still needed. On these cards we have 
recorded all calls that have been made, 
the date of each call, and comments 
which might later prove helpful. 

As a result of the generosity and in- 
centive afforded by Dr. Kenneth Pike, 
we have launched a new project: a lend- 
ing library. A number of books have 
been purchased to be used only as loans 
to non-Christian students. Thus if an 
individual feels that some student friend 
of his might profit from a helpful book 
written upon the particular point in ques- 
tion, he may obtain it from the library 
for as long as he needs it. In choosing 
these books, their specific use has been 
kept carefully in mind. For example, the 
size of a. book is a very important factor. 
The fifty copies purchased thus far con- 
sist of a number of the writings of C. S. 
Lewis, Stop Looking and Listen by Chad 
Walsh, and The Sin of Our Age by 
Davies, Though this work started only 
last semester, there is not space in this 
report to record the many blessings that 
have come through it. The bookkeeping 
must be kept straight, and we would also 
like to see a file kept of the readers’ 
comments. 

As a result of our observation this 
year, we would like to offer a few sug- 
gestions. A few weeks ago an informal 
debate was held in one of the dormitories 
in which Dr. Robert Smith engaged a 
university professor in a discussion on 
“Christianity vs. Naturalism.’’ The re- 


sponse was tremendous and the work of 
the Spirit in the hearts of fellows has 
continued to amaze us. Conversely, it 
seems to us that the effort put in to make 
our freshman party a campus-wide, bang- 
up affair is away out of proportion to the 
contacts made. We found that many of 
the contacts were interested in the group 
only as a source of entertainment. 

Therefore we would suggest that 
thought be given to eliminating the 
freshman party and substituting some 
sort of a campus-wide open forum or 
panel debate on some subject dealing 
with pertinent issues of our Christian 
faith. Here one is sure to get a higher 
percentage of contacts that are really in- 
terested in knowing more of the things 
of God. 

May we hasten to add that we believe 
the social program of Michigan Chris- 
tian Fellowship is important—but the 
purpose of our freshman parties has not 
been to meet a social need. Socials seem 
to be of more value when the group is 
smaller and one does not have to contend 
with huge unwieldy masses that we have 
had in the past. 

We also have another suggestion. We 
have been urging our Christians to get 
into the dormitories where their witness 
can count for much and where the need 
is great. Yet it has been brought forci- 
bly to our attention that there are those 
who, because of weakness of faith or 
instability of spirit, definitely need the 
encouragement of a Christian environ- 
ment, And this is just as much a respon- 
sibility of our local group as is the sal- 
vation of the lost. Therefore we would 
suggest that we contact the owners of one 
or two Christian homes with the thought 
of allowing us to assign our students to 
these homes. Thus in a home normally 
holding say five or six fellows, one or 
two strong Christians could be placed 
with four or five weaker ones. At the 
end of each year certain ones would get 
out and seek rooms in the dormitories 
to make room for others who may be in 
need of the same fellowship. Of course, 
the local rooming situation will influ- 
ence the matter greatly, but we believe 

(Continued on page 15, column 3) 
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If I don’t marry... 


| CELEBRATED my thirtieth birthday the 
other day, not with the usual secrecy that 
keeps a woman from mentioning she has 
reached that age, but with a bang-up 
party. I wanted my friends—some of 
whom are worrying about being old 
maids—to see that the single life can be 
heralded with joy instead of deep sym- 
pathy. 

By now it definitely seems that spin- 
sterhood is the Lord’s plan for my life, 
and the recognition of that possibility 
years ago has given a feeling of security 
and contentment and a specific aim in 
life. I have seen girls, however, make 
themselves miserable and waste all the 
fruitful years between 18 and 30, living 
from day to day with no goal in mind, 
just waiting restlessly for The Man to 
come around. Fruitful years, I say, be- 
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by Norma B. Randolph 


cause it is during this time that they 
should be preparing and training and 
gaining experience in various skills that 
can be put to use for the Lord just in case 
The Man never does appear. 


I am neither feminist nor man-hater, 
having had my share of dates, including 
one proposal, Nor do I scorn marriage as 
an institution, having come from an 
ideally happy Christian home where love 
has been the keynote of the family rela- 
tions. If I were ever in love, I am sure 
I would want to be married. But it hasn't 
happened, and since I am God's child 
through faith in Christ, I refuse to regard 
my spinsterhood as the result of an un- 
fortunate fate. I know there are no acci- 
dents or mistakes with Him. If He has 
work for me to do which I could not 
do if I were married—and I think that 


ee 


is very likely—why, then I want Hs| 
perfect will for me far more than I want 
the highly touted joys of marriage. I have | 
personally seen too many examples o| 
Christians who went into marriage with | 
out taking God into account, and I have | 
seen the unhappiness that results. 

Marriage, of course, has certain at 
vantages. But so has single life. And fo 
every advantage in marriage, I hav’ 
found its compensation in single life 
The Lord takes care of that for His chil 
dren in accordance with the word, “No 7 
good thing will he withhold from theo 
that walk uprightly.” 

One of the advantages of marriagt 
is the security of belonging very partia- 
larly to one person, of contributing to 
that one’s happiness, and of sharing life’ 
experiences. Actually, I believe the 1} 
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mantic phase of marriage has been gross- 
ly overrated in America through every 
medium—fiction, advertising, radio, and 


' motion picture. I have seen sweet girls 


~~ 


walk to the altar, starry-eyed, and I have 
seen those same girls a few years later, 
completely exhausted by the responsibili- 
ties of wifehood and motherhood, tired 
and worn-looking, the stars all gone. So 


+ as far as I’m concerned, the romantic 


side of marriage is one of its least im- 
portant factors, although I confess it 
looks nice. 

However, the matter of security is a 
strong argument. But see its compensa- 


| tion: the Lord usually provides one or 


two particular friends who can supply 
one’s need for the security of close com- 
panionship. In almost every case where 
God has asked some child of His—man 
or woman—to remain single for His 


+ sake, He has provided a close and endur- 
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ing friendship with some other child of 
His to make up that lack. In my case, 
it is a roommate, I may not have her 
with me always, but I know that if she 
leaves, someone will be provided to take 
her place. I know it because He says very 
plainly: “There is no man that hath left 
house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or 
children, for the kingdom of God's sake, 
who shall not receive manifold more in 
this present time’ (Luke 18:29-30). 
One fear which sometimes besets a 
man Or woman contemplating a single 
future is that of physical or emotional 
damage because of denial of the normal 
expression of the sex instinct. Not too 
many years ago it was held by some au- 


_ thorities that such denial would create 
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all kinds of inward conflicts and repres- 
sions, making one a maladjusted wreck, 
physically and emotionally. Reputable 
physicians and psychiatrists no longer 
believe this, They have found that the 
unused secretions of the hormone-pro- 
ducing glands are absorbed into the body 
through the blood stream, where they are 
tedirected into other forms of creative 
energy. This redirection of energy ‘from 
its primitive aim to one that is cultur- 
ally and ethically higher” is called sub- 
limation, which is as different from re- 
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pression as a canal is from a dam. In 
other words, I don’t need to worry about 
the ill effects of a completely continent 
life. Because of my continence, I have 
at my disposal for use in the Lord’s work 
creative energies which I would not have 
otherwise. It is up to me to seek God’s 
guidance in finding a suitable outlet for 
those energies, or I will be repressed, and 
seriously. 

One joy single people forego is the 
joy of parenthood. The privilege given 
to a married couple of initiating and 
then nurturing another life is an un- 
deniably great one. Parenthood teaches 
lessons of love and sacrifice and depen- 
dence which cannot be adequately 
learned in any other way. But if I lack 
parenthood’s blessings, I also lack its 
burdens. The responsibility for the phy- 
sical and mental and spiritual well-being 
of the children whom God gives is not 
to be taken lightly. So many bad things 
come to children—sickness and accident, 
wrong habits, personality difficulties, 
waywardness—that I believe in denying 
me the blessing of parenthood, God has 
given me another blessing: that of ex- 
emption from its sorrows and concerns. 


Besides other compensations which 
God provides when He withholds mar- 
riage, there is the very definite advan- 
tage of the independence which is in- 
herent in the single state. If I know that 
the Lord wants me to take on another 
job in my church, or to make a gift in 
excess of my tithe to some needy organi- 
zation, or to take a speaking engagement 
in another state, I have no married part- 
ner to consult and convince. I simply 
take on that job, or make that gift, or 
take that speaking engagement. With no 
family ties to bind me, I can put all my 
time at God’s disposal, I can enter full- 
time Christian service as the Lord leads 
without the worry that my salary will not 
adequately cover my family’s needs. I 
have only myself to consider and can re- 
strict myself sharply, if need be, without 
concern for another’s well-being. If I 
hear the voice of the Lord calling me to 
a field of service in another part of the 
country, or out of the country, again I 


have no one else to take into account. 
I don’t have to worry about my partner's 
health in a new climate, or his happiness 
in vastly different surroundings. I am 
the only one to make the adjustment, and 
so I can obey what I believe to be God's 
will without question or reservation— 
without the problem of first persuading 
a reluctant partner, and then—if I suc- 
ceed—of making that one happy in the 
new situation. 

This independence means that there 
are many things I can do for the Lord, 
as an unmarried person, which I could 
not do if I were married, This may hold 
true more often for women than for 
men, There are men undoubtedly who 
have had to renounce marriage “for the 
kingdom of God's sake”—missionaries 
doing vital pioneer work in places where 
a family would be a hindrance rather 
than a help, or evangelists whose constant 
travels make a normal home life out of 
the question. Christian young men ought 
to consider the fact that God may be call- 
ing them to a life of self-denial and sac- 
rifice of the comforts of ordinary family 
life, in order that they may do a particu- 
lar service for Him. I have known men, 
convinced of God's call to foreign mis- 
sionary service, who had to stay home 
because of the ill health or unwillingness 
of their wives. 

But more often it is women who must 
forego marriage in order to do a service 
for the Lord. Men can become husbands 
and fathers without changing their status 
in the business world; but only rarely can 
women become wives and mothers with- 
out giving over their professions or 
careers—that is, if they are to go at the 
job of motherhood to which God has 
called them. However, in giving me a 
single life, God has privileged me to 
serve Him in a way that is denied to 
most of my married friends. I have my 
spare time free for leadership of a Chris- 
tian club, for extra activities with the Sun- 
day school class I teach, for help in the 
offices of a couple of Christian organ- 
izations that often need an extra hand, 
for putting my musical training to use 
in my church, for doing the writing 

(Continued on page 15, column 2) 








Ris THREE YOUNG men yielded them- 
selves entirely to God, And things hap- 
pened. 


Those same things will happen to you 
if you will yield yourself to Him. And if 
God had a mere handful of Christians 
completely sold out to Jesus Christ, will- 
ing absolutely to do His will, these would 
transform any campus for Christ. 


The story of the three young men is 
written down in Daniel 3. Shadrach, Me- 
shach, and Abed-nego had refused to bow 
down to worship the image which the 
king had set up and had been threatened 
with death in a burning fiery furnace, Re- 
call their thrilling reply to the king, “God 
whom we serve is able to deliver us from 
the burning fiery furnace, and he will 
deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 
But if not, be it known unto thee, O 
king, that we will not serve thy gods, 
nor worship the golden image which 
thou hast set up.” 


But the king commanded them to be 
bound “‘in their coats, their hosen, and 
their hats, and their other garments” and 
to be cast into the midst of the burning 
fiery furnace. Immediately after this was 
accomplished, the king stood up in 
astonishment: Their fetters had been 
burned and they were walking freely. 


Remember, these were men yielded to 
God. See verse twenty-eight: ‘God's 
servants . . . yielded their bodies, that 
they might . . . serve .. . God.” The 
very language reminds one of the New 
Testament injunctions: ‘“Yield yourselves 
unto God, as those that are alive from 
the dead” (Romans 6:13). ‘Present [or 
yield} your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God” (Romans 12:1). 


These men who yielded to God had 
their shackles removed. What are the 
shackles we need to be relieved of ? 

I suppose that one of the first ones 
would be the shackle of silence. Many 
times when we have opportunities to 
witness for the Lord Jesus Christ, our 
tongues do not speak forth His praise. 
If we were completely yielded to Him, 
that shackle which binds our tongues 


who 
vielded 


by Paul Beckwith 


would be loosened; it would be burned 
away. 

Then there are the shackles that bind 
to us the “weights” of Hebrews 12:1— 
“Let us lay aside every weight.” These 
are not necessarily sins, but they are 
things which keep us from being our best 
as Christians. Sometimes it is the weight 
of a friendship. One university man tes- 
tified that his life was completely 
changed when he gave up a certain friend 
on the campus. She kept him from being 
his best spiritually. He found that every 
time he was with her, spiritual things 
seemed less essential, less attractive, She 
was a “weight” which he had to lay 
aside. 

Any number of other things—which 
we probably don’t classify as definite sins 
—hinder our testimony. As we yield 
ourselves to the Lord Jesus Christ, these 
compromises will drop from our lives. 
They will be burned away. 

Another shackle to be burned away, as 
we read in Hebrews 12 again, is ‘‘the 
sin that doth so easily beset us.” A 
young umiversity student admitted, 
“There is something in my life for which 
I cannot find victory. I have long since 
ceased hoping to find victory over this 





thing.” And this young man was headed | 
for the mission field! A friend turned} 
on him and said, ‘In the name of God | 
are you planning to go out and tell of “p00 
a Christ who can save but cannot keep’ talent 
from sin?” If we yield ourselves to 
Christ to obey Him, these binding 
shackles that bind us will be burned of, 
Notice too that God honored the tes. 
timony of these young men: “And th 
princes, governors, and captains, and the 
king’s counsellors . . . saw these men, 
upon whose bodies the fire had no power, 
nor was an hair of their head singed syllab 
neither were their coats changed, north; Fro 
smell of fire had passed on them.” Tha} Liebrr 
were very different from other people!) Bosto 
At Campus in the Woods this summer, direct 
those who had found Jesus Christ a 
Saviour on campus were asked to testify 
as to what it was that brought them to 
faith in Him. In nearly every case, it was 
the consistent Christian life of some 
other student. There was victory, ther 
was power, there was joy such as thes seen tl 
other students had not known. In other out th 
words, God honored the testimony, The) even t 
yielded life will bear a testimony to Him. js wise 
Then too, notice that these three ma} verse, 
who yielded knew a Presence which the } foolist 
had not known before: “Did not we) Untror 
cast three men bound into the midst of’ But 
the fire?” .. . “True, O king.” . . . “Lo,! | to find 
see four men loose, walking in the mids } in”! T 
of the fire, and they have no hurt; and} thew 
the form of the fourth is like the Son| 
of God.” They knew the presence of | 
the living God with them. He became: 
reality in a way which they had nevet| 
known before. And as we yield to Chris, | 
i te 
He becomes a reality to us. 
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So many today who name His pant To 
do not experience the reality of His daily 7 ed | 
presence, because they have not yielded adov 
themselves wholly to Him. Cowper puts grief a 
it this way: 7 

The dearest idol I have known, sponsit 

Whate’er that idol be, oursely 

Help me to tear it from Thy throne, we fai 

And worship only Thee. selves ? 


So shall my walk be close with God, ours, 
Calm and serene my frame; Illus 
So purer light shall mark the road | offered 
That leads me to the Lamb. th 
END Ose ¥ 
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red | 
od, —_ MAN once made a list of the 


of “goods” of life. He listed health, love, 


ee) talent, power, riches, and fame. Then he 


to proudly showed this list to a wise elder. 


ing “An excellent list,” said his old friend, 
of, “and set down in not unreasonable order. 
tes But it appears that you have omitted the 


th one important ingredient lacking which 
the your list becomes an intolerable burden.” 


et, The wise man then crossed out the entire 
vet, schedule. Instead he wrote down three 
eq, syllables: peace of mind. 


“4 From this experience Dr. Joshua Loth 


| Liebman—late Rabbi of Temple Israel of 


ile!’ Boston and noted radio speaker—was 
net, directed, a quarter of a century later, to 
' ®% write the best-seller Peace of Mind. He 
tify tells us that peace of mind is the true 
1 t0 goal of the considered life. He informs 
Ws us that the sum of all other possessions 
mt does not necessarily add up to peace of 
eft mind; and that, on the other hand, he has 
et | seen this inner tranquillity flourish with- 
thet’ out the material supports of property or 
The | even the buttress of physical health. He 
im. ' is wise who prays, “God, Lord of the uni- 
net} verse, heap worldly gifts at the feet of 
he | foolish men, Give me the gift of the 


wt Untroubled Mind.” 


tof But where does Rabbi Liebman tell us 
0,1 | tofind peace of mind? It is found “‘with- 
ids | in”! The key to the problem is in Mat- 
and | thew Arnold’s lines: 


7 We would have inward peace 
a But will not look within. ... 


evel 
rist, 


Both science and religion teach us, at last, 
that the obstacles to serenity are not ex- 
| ternal, They lie within ourselves. If we 
., quire the art of proper self-love; if, 


ail | aided by religion, we free ourselves from 


ded 


shadow fears, and learn truthfully to face 


buts gtief and to transcend it; if we flee from 


immaturity and boldly shoulder adult re- 
sponsibility; if we appraise and accept 
ourselves as we really are, how then can 
We fail to create a good life for our- 
selves? For then inward peace will be 
Ours, 

Illustrations of these statements are 
| offered to help clarify the thinking of 


enp | tose who would enjoy peace of mind. 


for example, here is someone who is ob- 
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THE CHRISTIAN’S 


peace of mind 


by Donald K. Blackie 


sessed with a fear of death or the thought 
of punishment in an afterlife. How may 
such a one rid himself of these fears? 
We are told simply to see that such fear 
is a projection from some early experi- 
ence when we were punished by a patent, 
locked in a room, and left alone. When 
we see how really unfounded such fears 
are, the fear itself leaves us and we en- 
joy peace of mind. 

Surely we must agree that, as far as 
the world is concerned, Peace of Mind 
is one of the best of its kind to be issued 
in recent years. What reaction does the 
Bible-taught Christian have to such 
teaching? And what does Christianity 
have to offer regarding peace of mind? 

The Bible has considerable to say re- 
garding “peace of mind”: “There is no 
peace, saith my God, to the wicked” 
(Isaiah 57:21). Then the person who 
does not squarely face the question of 
his sin can never have real peace. And 
when the Bible tells us that “all have 
sinned,’ we confess that both divine 
revelation and human reason bear wit- 
ness that the soul needs the Saviour, 

Thus God sent His only Son into the 


world, that all who believe in Him might 
not perish, but have life eternal. The per- 
son who embraces Jesus Christ as He is 
freely offered in the New Testament can 
join heart with others of like precious 
faith and bear this testimony: ““There- 
fore being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Romans 5:1). The believer in 
Christ is no longer at enmity with God; 
the relationship between him and his 
Creator is now one of peace, since he 
understands that Christ has ‘‘made peace 
through the blood of his cross” (Colos- 
sians 1:20). 

The sin question is now properly un- 
derstood and dealt with, Consequently 
the believer in Christ has nothing to fear 
as far as hell and eternal punishment are 
concerned, He is delivered from condem- 
nation and the wrath to come. This con- 
viction in the soul naturally begets peace, 
a peace and tranquillity which is real and 
lasting, since it is the gift of God Him- 
self. This calm assurance and trust in the 
living God causes the believer to possess 
and experience real peace of mind. He 

(Continued on page 26, column 2) 











Finding God in a math hook 


by Arline Harris 


a ALONE has looked on Beauty 
bare,” wrote Edna St. Vincent Millay, 
and those who love mathematics are 
tempted to agree. But the mathematician 
looks through his transparent medium 
not only to discover beauty; sometimes 
he approaches the discovery of God. The 
realm of pure thought which is mathe- 
matics and the aesthetic realm of true 
beauty are two of the highest pinnacles 
the human mind can reach. Man's capa- 
cities of reaching them pose one of the 
most difficult problems for the theory of 
evolution. 

Mathematics, a specialized form of 
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logic, deals with reasoning which leads 
to proof. Thus the rules of reasoning are 
the true axioms of all mathematics. And 
because mathematics sees the constant 
necessity for the Infinite and the orderli- 
ness of His creation, it reaches far to- 
ward God. Nevertheless, God may not 
be grasped by human reasoning, for He 
is made known not by use of the natural 
endowments He has given men, but by 
His Self-revelation. 

So math books are by no means Bibles; 
yet through them a keen student may 
learn to think of Him. 

Unfortunately, a math book is a fear- 


some thing to many students. Mysterious 
to the uninitiated and incomprehensible 
to one untrained in symbolism, mathe 
matics is perhaps the most concise “‘shott: 
hand” in existence. Its speed, economy, 
and clarity lead to more rapid reasoning 
than is attainable with words. A simple 
formula for a circle taken from analytic 
geometry, x? + y? = 25, might be writ 
ten out as follows: “the square of the 
horizontal radius added to the square of 
the vertical radius is equal to twenty: 
five.” That is cumbersome. With the 
“shorthand” we are able to grasp ideas 
so complex that we would get completely 
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lost in a verbal expression of them. 

But the symbols themselves and their 
special meanings must be thoroughly 
understood. Otherwise, as one frustrated 
student of college algebra exclaimed ag- 
grievedly: “Something plus something 
just can’t equal nothing!”’ 

Of all the sciences, mathematics ob- 
tains results most capable of demonstra- 
tion. It is perhaps the only field outside 
of theology which claims absolute truth. 
Spoken in different languages, compiled 
in different symbols, the relationships yet 
remain valid. It has been suggested that 
our first attempt to communicate with life 
on another planet should be a huge dia- 
gram of the Theorem of Pythagoras in 
fire across the sands of the Sahara: ‘‘the 
square on the hypotenuse of a right tri- 
angle is equal to the sum of the squares 
on the other two sides.” That would re- 
veal us as reasoning creatures should 
there be reasoning creatures on Mars to 
tead the symbols. 


So to the question: “What bond of 
concord, if any, is there between mathe- 
matical knowledge and religious faith ?’”! 
What can this exact, abstract, reputedly 
frigid science teach us about the things 
of the Spirit or the love of God? 

There are many who think that any- 
thing spiritual is in opposition to the 
“practical” world. But how can we be 
integrated personalities if we live in two 
different worlds, the world of the spirit 
and the world of the practical ? If either 
becomes our “‘real’’ world and the other 
our “imaginary” world, we become un- 
balanced. The Christian who closes his 
eyes to life about him becomes the 
dreamer, the fanatic, the faith-without- 
works Christian. At the other extreme is 
the “practical” Christian to whom spir- 
itual things are so intangible he easily 
becomes unprofitable to God. We need 
straight thinking and faith together, an 
awareness that the world around us is 
permeated by spiritual factors as well as 
material ones, things unseen as well as 
things seen, 


C. S. Lewis makes the point very clev- 
ely by having Screwtape advise his 
nephew Wormwood, a novice tempter, 
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concerning mankind: ‘They find it all 
but impossible to believe in the unfa- 
miliar while the familiar is before their 
eyes. Keep pressing home on him the 
ordinariness of things. Above all, do not 
attempt to use science (I mean, the real 
sciences) as a defense against Christian- 
ity. They will positively encourage him 
to think about realities he can’t touch 
and see.”’? It is this very thing—think- 
ing about realities which we cannot touch 
or see—that is a chief connecting link 
between mathematics and Christianity. 


Again I say, mathematics is not sufh- 
cient to lead into the proper relationship 
with God in Christ, but it can be of 
spiritual value to the thoughtful Chris- 
tian student. Do we not sometimes, with 
the disciples of modern and bloodless 
gospels, so limit our Lord to our human 
concepts that we rob Him of His rightful 
Almightiness? When we realize the fa- 
miliar miracles of the oak from the acorn, 
the butterfly from the caterpillar, or con- 
sider the exploded atom and the spiral 
nebulae, should we not also stretch the 
limits of our minds to comprehend a 
little more of the omnipotence of One 
“who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not a thing to be grasped after 
to be equal with God: but emptied him- 
self...” (Philippians 2:6-7, margin) ? 


Mathematics is sometimes defined as 
the science of relationships. The most 
elementary relationship is the number 
relationship, for number is a general 
property of objects. In arithemetic we 
define the relation of number with num- 
ber in various aspects, for the operations 
we can perform with numbers are var- 
ious, though the laws of numbers remain 
constant. In many instances, where sev- 
eral different operations are involved, 
there are different correct ways of arriv- 
ing at the answer. Can we limit God to 
that to which we do not limit ourselves? 
Given a certain set of circumstances, God 
knows all the ways to operate on them 
when perhaps we can see only one or 
two, The line of a chorus goes, ““And He 
knows a thousand ways to make a way 
for you.” A clever student of arithmetic 
should be able to understand that. 


In algebra, the subject over which 
many students give up the pursuit of 
math, the realm of pure thought, the 
thinking in symbols, begins. “Algebra 
is the intellectual instrument which has 
been created for rendering clear the 
quantitative aspects of the world.’’* 

Dr. Angeline J. Brandt, mathematics 
teacher at Wheaton College, Wheaton, 
Illinois, likes to point out to her classes, 
“The functional concept, or the idea of 
one quantity depending upon another, 
runs throughout the whole of mathe- 
matics. The human race is dependent 
upon a Being higher than itself, and it is 
only as the individual is rightly related 
to God and to His Son, Jesus Christ, 
that he finds complete satisfaction. A 
change in the value of the variable af- 
fects the entire problem. So also, a change 
in one’s relationship to the Lord Jesus 
Christ affects his whole attitude toward 
life.’"* 

And Dr. Brandt would say the follow- 
ing to her geometry classes: ‘A math- 
ematician, who has a sense of apprecia- 
tion of the vast consequences which arise 
from certain antecedents, the axioms and 
postulates of geometry, for instance, can 
surely appreciate what it means to estab- 
lish one’s faith firmly on an eternal verity 
like John 1:1, ‘In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.’ If one believes this 
verse, other important truths will fol- 
low.”’5 

In trigonometry we study the method 
of indirect measurement. It is an impor- 
tant technique in the fields of astronomy, 
surveying, engineering, architecture, and 
many other fields of applied mathe- 
matics, Has not God given us, through 
the symbolism of the Bible, the means 
of much indirect measurement? “Like 
as a father pitieth his children, so the 
Lord pitieth them that fear him” (Psalm 
103:13), sang the Psalmist. And our 
Lord said, “Except a corn of wheat fall 
into the ground and die, it abideth alone: 
but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit” 
(John 12:24). To understand the Infi- 
nite with our finite minds, we have to 
apply symbols and relationships which 
we can grasp. 








Let us consider also the specialized 
solid geometry application which is 
called projectional geometry. Our ma- 
chine age is created by it. In factories, 
both on the production floor and in the 
drafting rooms, there occurs the peren- 
nial problem of representing the three 
physical dimensions in terms of the two, 
because mass production is created on 
paper, and paper knows no depth. So it 
is with us. Body, mind, and spirit, are 
the three dimensions of the human life, 
but we can be really known in only two 
of them—our thoughts as revealed by 
our words, and our actions. The spiritual 
is the hidden dimension of life and can 
be represented only through the medium 
of the other two. It is through our words 
and our actions that our spirit is revealed; 
whether it be of ourselves or of Christ is 
thus shown. 


Although our senses recognize but 
three dimensions, the human mind is 
ever trying to break across the boundary 
into a “fourth dimension” or even a 
fifth. Modern physics has indeed ac- 
cepted time as a fourth dimension. In 
mathematics there is no boundary: multi- 
dimensional space is mathematically 
logical and usable. If we should stop 
with cubic equations, we would limit the 
scope and usefulness of mathematics at 
its very threshold. Mathematics opens up 
a fascinating world of things which are 
logical and usable yet intangible. What 
a simple step it is from there to the in- 
tangible things in the spiritual realm! 

But we have invaded the field of ana- 
lytic geometry. Dr. Brandt finds another 
good analogy in that subject. “In analytic 
geometry, if the center of a conic section 
does not lie at the origin of the co-ordi- 
nate system, the axes are translated so 
that the equation of the curve is simpli- 
fied. It is advantageous to have the cen- 
ter of the curve coincide with the center 
of the co-ordinate system. One is re- 
minded of Colossians 1:3, ‘Who hath 
delivered us from the power of darkness, 
and hath translated us into the kingdom 
of his dear Son,’ for does not translation 
into the kingdom of His dear Son mean, 
among other things, a changing of the 
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center of one’s life and interests?” 

There are more advanced fields of 
mathematics which grow increasingly 
rich in such wonderful analogies, but this 
is enough. 

Let us turn to some religious concep- 
tions on which mathematics may throw 
light. One of these is the idea of infinity. 
In both religion and mathematics this is 
a difficult concept, but the science has 
discovered some properties of the infinite 
that might well carry over into religion. 
Science has made inroads on the idea of 
infinity in that we have become accus- 
tomed to think in numbers much larger 
than ever before. The infinitely large 
and the infinitely distant as well as the 
infinitely small have become more know- 
able and more measurable. But infinity 


This Month’s Cover... 

On its tour of campuses, His stops this 
month at Oberlin University, Oberlin, Ohio. 
Freshmen are shown, getting acquainted under 
the memorial dedicated to missionaries who 
were killed in the Boxer Rebellion in China 
during 1900. The Scripture verse above the 
colonnade reads, ‘Neither count I my life dear 
unto myself.” 


is still left. We have discovered the har- 
mony and order of the heavens; we have 
ring-side seats for the drama of space 
with our huge telescopes. Then when we 
exploded the atom we discovered it to 
be a universe in its own right and a source 
of power that might well wreck our 
world. We have found to our amazement 
that both the infinitely large and the in- 
finitely small exist in perpetual motion. 
Are not all these discoveries simply en- 
larged human commentaries on ““The 
heavens declare the glory of God, and 
the firmament sheweth his handiwork” 
(Psalm 19:1) ? 

Dr. Brandt gives an excellent discus- 
sion of infinity. “Students find it diffi- 
cult to grasp the concept of infinity, One 
says, ‘Take the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,... 
indefinitely. Now, secondly, take 2, 4, 
6, 8, 10, .. . indefinitely.’ Then ask, ‘Are 
there not just as many numbers in the 
second class as in the first class, since to 
each number one can have to correspond 


its double?’ So there are as many num. 
bers in the second class as in the firy 
class but the second class is only part of | 
the first class, or in other words, the par 
is equal to the whole. This gives one; 
helpless feeling about the whole thing 
One can take away from infinity and stil 
have infinity left. The best illustraticg 
of the concept of infinity I can think of 
giving the student is the last verse of th 
hymn, ‘Amazing Grace.’ It says, “Whe 
we've been there ten thousand yea) 
Bright shining as the sun; We've no les! 
days to sing His praise, Than when we 
first begun.’ The idea of infinity can k 
definitely related to the idea of etemit, | 
When one realizes the unending chu. 
acter of eternity, he is made to ponde 
seriously the question as to how ani 
where he will be spending it.’’* 

The mathematician also sees the inf. 
nitesimal nature of man because he is in 
contact with the infinite in his study. He 
must admit his impotence in relation tp 
the eternal when he deals with ideas that 
constantly lead into realms beyond his 
comprehension. In the more advanced 
applications of mathematics and in te 
search science, the importance of math 
ematics as a factor in the created univers 
becomes even more clear. The analysis of 
the atom and the study of the stars revel 
that cosmic forces are of the character of 
pure mathematics rather than of applied 
mathematics. Cosmic energy revealed to 
the physicist and astronomer has the at 
tributes and characteristics of mind rather 
than of mechanics. Moses said it more 
succinctly: “In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth” (Gen- 
esis 1:1). 

There can be no mathematical design 
without a designer. Alexander Pope 
once said, ‘The undevout astronomer is 
mad.” He might have said the same con- 
cerning the undevout mathematician, 
physicist, chemist, biologist, or othet 
scientist. All these are familiar with the 
astonishing demonstration of unity, put 
pose, and order of the wonders of cre 
tion. How can they fail to be profound] 
reverent before the majesty and gloy 
of it all? 


Not only should contemplation of the 
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yonders of creation lay a basis for faith 
in God, but that very faith should, in 


| tun, aid the research worker. For faith 


is the power that gives real effectiveness 
to the data of science, It points the way 
and sharpens the senses. One must know 
what one is looking for, especially in 
mathematics, Mathematical proof is op- 
posite to scientific proof. Mathematics 
begins with the roots, while other 
sciences begin with the branches of the 
tree of knowledge. That is also God's 
order—'‘Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God,...”” This is the root of all knowl- 


; edge, and the root determines the growth 


of the plant. 

The contemplation of the immensity 
of order and design which brings the 
scientist and mathematician to awe may 
also bring them to despair if they see only 
materialism in the infinite. Even in math- 
ematics the whole is never equal simply 
to the sum of its various parts; it be- 
comes a new entity. We must keep our 
attention fixed on the whole and on the 
intet-connection between the parts. The 
integrating factor for human life is 
found only in the revelation of God in 
Jesus Christ. There is greater hopeless- 
ness in the knowledge of the infinite than 
in the finite if we cannot find God there. 
One scientific writer quotes a famous 
Swedish poet, Victor Rydberg, and adds 
his own despairing comment: 

*... time and space, 

A terrible and boundless prison 
bouse,’ from which we human beings are 
never able to free ourselves.”’? Without 
God even infinity is a prison. 

“What we may safely assert, however, 
is this—that mathematics increases the 
faith of the man who has faith; that it 
shows him his finite nature with respect 
to the Infinite; that it puts him in touch 
with immortality in the form of mathe- 
matical laws which are eternal; and that 
it shows him the futility of setting up 
his childish arrogance of disbelief in 
that which he cannot see. 


And Reason now, through number, time, 
and space 

Darts the keen lustre of her serious eye; 

And learns from facts compared, the laws 
to trace 

Whose long procession leads to Deity.’’8 
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If I Don’t Marry 

(Continued from page 9) 
which I enjoy, for church visiting, and 
so on. 

I feel bad when I hear Christian girls 
bemoaning their single fate, Besides 
throwing their energies wholeheartedly 
into the various God-honoring activities 
of their church and community during 
evenings and week ends, very many of 
them could and should consider the pos- 
sibility that God might be calling them 
into His service full-time. 

Besides the obvious needs of the mis- 
sion field for teachers, doctors, nurses, 
lab technicians, and linguists, there are 
the almost forgotten needs of Christian 
organizations here at home. In the offices 
of mission boards and of various Chris- 
tian organizations and institutions, there 
is a crying need for trained stenogra- 
phers, typists, bookkeepers, accountants, 
receptionists, and file clerks. Christian 
publishers want competent artists, pho- 
tographers, layout specialists, writers, 
proofreaders, and editors. Christian in- 
stitutions and camps are always on the 
lookout for capable teachers, deans, di- 
rectors, counselors, house mothers, cooks, 
and dietitians. Churches are constantly 
looking for pastoral assistants, secretar- 
ies, youth directors, music directors. 
Home mission boards need missionaries; 
specialized Christian organizations— 
such as Inter-Varsity, Young Life, Pio- 
neer Girls, Child Evangelism—need 
alert, consecrated field directors and staff 
workers besides office help. And notice 
that it is not the dull, routine jobs that 


so often go unfilled, but the interesting 
administrative positions that call for ini- 
tiative, resourcefulness, and keenness of 
judgment. 

There is almost no limit to the variety 
of skills which the qualified unmarried 
Christian may invest in the Lord’s serv- 
ice. The excitement of travel, the thrill 
of acquiring new engrossing skills, the 
stimulus of association with many of 
God’s choicest saints, the exultant con- 
sciousness of having a very definite job 
as God’s co-laborer—these blessings be- 
long to the single person who is free to 
seek and obey God’s will gladly, choos- 
ing His best—though it may not include 
marriage—above all other desires. 

In asking me to remain single for His 
sake, the Lord has not withheld happi- 
ness from me by any means. Rather, He 
has given it in overflowing measure! I 
can’t think of one of my married friends 
with whom I would change places. I am 
His child; He loves me and is caring for 
me; He has given me the unbelievable 
privilege of being in His service. Should 
I be unhappy, then, just because I am not 
married? A thousand times, no. END 


SPUN AARONOE TE LN BEINN PI CLLE LE TALES: 
Witnessing at U ef M 

(Continued from page 7) 
real thought should be given to this long- 
range enterprise. 

One further word we want to direct 
to the leaders of Campus Witness activ- 
ities next year. We feel that we have 
failed in not laying before the group 
with more emphasis the need of unbe- 
lieving students. It is our duty to drive 
home continually the need for a close 
personal fellowship with the Lord and 
all that invoives. If one is going on in 
God's truth, living in close fellowship 
with Him day by day, the witnessing will 
be automatically taken care of. This is 
not to say that alertness in witnessing 
should be overlooked, but a true witness 
can only emanate from a God-filled life. 
Therefore our advice is to blast away at 
frequent intervals. Somehow we allow 
our spiritual perception to be so dulled 
by the world that sometimes the only way 
we can be knocked to our senses is by 
repeated emphasis. END 
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A STUDY OF THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS—2 


Chapter 2:4 - 3:6 


Jesus the Son of Man 


Have YOU EVER wondered how you 
could make your life tell most, where to 
invest it at highest returns? God has ap- 
pointed Jesus Christ the heir to your life 
(Hebrews 1:2). Does not this settle lots 
of troublesome questions? As your God, 
Creator, and Redeemer—who by Him- 
self purged your sins—has not He full 
right to you? We are asked to give heed, 
earnest heed, to these things in Hebrews 
2:1-4. And then when we might draw 
back, afraid of presenting our lives to 
this great and wonderful Lover, we get 
another side of this portrait of our Lord 
Jesus, ‘Jesus as Son of Man,” in He- 
brews 2:4 to 3:6. 

Jesus, the Son of God, Creator of 
heaven and earth, left His throne as God 
and became man in order to bring us to 
what God originally meant us to be. This 
pattern for man is given us in ch. 2:5-8 
(quoted from Psalm 8). God made a 
very wonderful and beautiful thing when 
He created man in dependence on God. 
Sin, the sin of disobedience, came in and 
spoiled it. The only one who has fulfilled 
God's pattern and is fulfilling it now in 
heaven is this same JESUS. 

Man was made to have dominion 
(Genesis 1:26-27), complete dominion 
with “nothing that is not put under him” 
(v. 8). But oh, how sadly today contra- 
dicts that picture as this same verse shows 


us, “We see not yet all things put under 
him.” But, looking up, we see Jesus the 
crowned Man on the throne, holding our 
place for us, having first died to bring 
us there (v. 9). From that throne at 
God’s right hand, He spoke directly to 
Saul of Tarsus who was fighting so hard 
against God's will (Acts 9:1-7). And 
Saul surrendered on the spot to Jesus and 
to God’s will revealed through Him. So 
Saul became Paul, God’s chosen vessel to 
carry Christ’s name and glory to those 
who didn’t know it (Acts 9:10-19). 

Jesus Christ came down from His 
throne in heaven to bring us to glory 
(Hebrews 2:10), the glory of a life that 
achieves the goal God made us for, that 
blossoms out into the thing God meant 
us to be. That is glory. But because this 
costs and God can develop it in us only 
through suffering, it was fitting that He, 
our Captain, should suffer also (v. 10). 
God perfected Him as our Leader, 
through suffering. 

A man watching a moth struggle to 
emerge from its chrysalis took pity on 
the poor creature and carefully snipped 
the aperture larger. At once the moth 
emerged, but such a misshapen creature 

. . its tiny shriveled wings would never 
bear its large swollen body. God's 
chosen process of development was cut 
short; the moth did not achieve its des- 


tiny. Jesus Christ, God's representati 
Man, your Representative and mine, d 
veloped through suffering; and how cl 
He comes to us in our hours of testing 
He is not ashamed to call us imperfet 
mortals “brethren” (v. 11), for if we 
have taken the step pointed out in John 
5:24, He has given us His own Spirit, 
His own life. And he will develop it 
through suffering into the pattern; we 
are “all of one’ (v. 11). 

In Psalm 22 which tells beforehand 
of the deep sufferings our Lord went 
through to bring us to glory, the writet 
suddenly bursts into praise, and this 
praise is quoted here (v. 12). The risea 
Jesus had the joy of declaring what His 
Father was to His brethren, and of lead- 
ing them in praise and thanksgiving to 
their wonderful God, 

Out of Jesus’ deep, deep sorrow when 
He was forsaken by God because of out 
sins, God gave Him children who would 
learn to trust God as He Himself trusted 
when all seemed dark and contrary (¥. 
13). Even His enemies knew how He 
trusted God, though hanging on a cross 
of shame (Psalm 22:8). And God out 
Father did not betray that trust. 

Up from the grave He arose 

With a mighty triumph o’er His foes. 

Philippians 2:5-8 tells us about the 


(Continued on page 32, column 3) 


HIS, NOVEMBER, 1948 








FC in caps and cutis 


@ The CNF secretary visits groups of Christian 
nurses in hospitals wherever there is an 
interested contact. 

It is her job—and the job 

of the other Inter-Varsity staff members 

and those Christian graduate nurses who 

have the vision of what can be done— 

to encourage student nurses to be faithful 
witnesses to those around them of the grace 

of the Lord Jesus Christ in their lives. 
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Christian Nurses Fellowship 


A rapidly expanding phase of the Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship is the work among 
student and graduate nurses——the 

Christian Nurses Fellowship. Alvera Anderson, 
a@ graduate registered nurse who has been 
engaged in Public Health Nursing in 

Evanston, Illinois, this spring became the 

first full-time secretary of this vigorous, young 
affiliate of IVCF. She makes contact in 

nursing schools and hospitals with groups of 
Christian nurses—starté them thinking about 
their responsibility to their fellow nurses. 
“Your hospital and nursing school are your 
mission field while you are in training," 

she reminds them. ‘Make the most of it." 
Christian gradute nurses in good professional 
standing are urged to support and sponsor 

this activity among student nurses. 




























The main factor in a successful witness for * 
Christ is an effective Quiet Time. Even 

the busiest nurse must set aside sufficient time 
for her own study of the Word and 

for prayer if she is to have a radiant, living 
testimony before others. 


The student nurse is encouraged to share 

her questions or problems with another Christian 
nurse ... and is in turn urged to be 

of help to others. @ 


Bible study groups meet weekly in man 

nursing homes, usually through arrangement 
with the Director of Nurses or the Social Directo. 
Non-Christian nurses visit these study group 

at the invitation of Christian classmates 

as a result some of them find Christa! 

their Saviour. In some places daily pray«| 
meetings are functioning successfully. Where thi} 
is impossible, nurses off duty at the same tim} 
met daily with a ‘prayer partner.” $/ 
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VOICE OF THE TEACHERS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 


Editor, Mary Nicoll » Volume 2, Number 1 


“Witnesses unto me in Jerusalem, Judaea, Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth.” This commission the risen Saviour gave to His disciples has 
never been revoked. From Teachers Christian Fellowship groups there have been 
those who have gone to the uttermost parts. Perhaps the Lord of the harvest has 
others whom He would send to the farther-off fields. For this reason, this issue 
of Credo is largely composed of material presenting the need in foreign lands. 


Lift up your eyes and Look 


Whitened Fields 

Rev. John Bechtel is a missionary of 
the Christian and Missionary Alliance, 
stationed in South China since 1930. 
Before answering the call to the China 
vineyard, Bechtel served as a substitute 
teacher of printing in an industrial high 
school, Since 1932 he has been in charge 
of the Alliance Children’s Hostel, a 
home for missionary children in Hong- 
kong. He is a graduate of the Hongkong 
Government Evening Institute Teacher 
Training Course. In addition to teaching 
at Ling Ying College, he is on the fac- 
ulty of the Bethel Bible Seminary. He 
has written a number of books of fiction 
based on life in China. Three of his 
recent ones, “The Year of the Tiger,” 
"The Pig’s Birthday,” and “The Mys- 
tery of East Mountain Temple,” are pub- 
lished by Moody Press, Chicago. 


l, RECENT YEARS the students of China 
have made the headlines! Almost all 
newspapers, periodicals, and radio news 
commentaries have featured articles de- 
sctibing a nation-wide walkout and 
strike planned by thousands of Chinese 
university, college, and middle school 
students. Fortunately, for some reason 
or another, the threatened walk-out never 
materialized; at the last minute the strike 
was called off. To some, the students 
we just hordes of youthful fanatics, the 


guileless victims of clever agitators who 
understand the psychology of mass move- 
ment and have a hidden motive in view. 
To others, the students are inspired by 
more patriotic and altruistic motives. 


However, regardless of the relative 
values of the original impulses that in- 
cite the Chinese students into action, the 
fact remains that the youth of China is 
ready to be led, They respond to leader- 
ship. This is the challenge of China’s 
students to Christian teachers. Never be- 
fore have such wonderful, unrestricted 
opportunities been presented to mission- 
aries of the cross, who have teaching 
ability. As in all foreign lands, students 
in China have always wanted to learn 
English. Now, hardly a day passes in 
which somebody doesn’t call to ask, 
“Would you have time to teach me 
English?” 

Furthermore, these requests come not 
only from individuals, but from princi- 
pals of private schools as well. A check- 
up of missionaries in South China showed 
that the majority had had such a request. 
There are open doors on every side to 
teach English. Naturally, in mission es- 
tablishments it would be expected that 
the faculty would be missionaries, but 
the schools I refer to are private, non- 
sectarian institutions operated purely as 
educational organizations. Those who 


can afford it pay tuition for the Chinese 
equivalent of the “three R's.” 


In October, 1946, I was approached 
by the principal of one of Hongkong’s 
largest schools—an institution housing 
1500 students, ranging from tiny kin- 
dergarten tots to Senior Third Formers. 
He asked me to teach—not English as a 
subject—but the English Bible in the 
Senior Second and Senior Third forms! 
Here, for three hours a week (and longer 
if I have time), it has been my privilege 
to present the Gospel, using the Book 
of Mark as a text book, to more than 
one hundred students who represent the 
Buddhist, Taoist, Mohammedan, Con- 
fucian, Roman Catholic, and Protestant 
faiths, 


Tangible proof that many of the stu- 
dents were open to the gospel message 
came in the answers to one question of 
the final examination. The question read: 
“After studying the Gospel of Mark, do 
you believe that Jesus is the Son of God, 
or do you think that He was just a man 
with exceptional power?” The greater 
percentage of the students answered that 
they believed that Jesus is the Son of 
God. 


With the co-operation of the princi- 
pal, who is a Christian, I was able to 
introduce the Day School Gospel League 
plan for the reading of the Gospel of 
John to 150 of the students, and at pres- 
ent we are awaiting the delivery of 150 
New Testaments which are to be distrib- 
uted to the students who have faithfully 
read the Gospel of John and successfully 
answered the questions. In looking out 
over the whitened harvest field as rep- 
resented by China’s hundreds of thou- 
sands of eager, waiting students, we can 
but echo the words of the Master when 
He said: ‘The harvest truly is plenteous, 
but the labourers are few; pray ye there- 
fore the Lord of the harvest, that He will 
send forth labourers into His harvest.” 


—By JOHN BECHTEL, F.R.G.S. 


One Sheat 

In heathen lands the price to be paid 
for a confession of faith in Jesus Christ 
is sometimes a persecution practically 








never met at home. The story of this 
Chinese girl was told toa TCF group by 
Miss Lena Sellon, principal of the China 
Inland Mission Girls’ School at Yang- 
chow in Central China. 


i. WAS EARLY SPRING in 1942. Japan 
had been at war with the Allies for some 
months. The “‘murmurings in the bam- 
boo groves” were daily increasing in 
volume. A strange consciousness of im- 
pending trouble weighed on the mind of 
the missionary who was principal of the 
girls’ school in Yangchow. As she stood 
before her pupils, assembled for the 
eatly chapel service, she spoke seriously: 

“Girls, this may be the last time I 
have the chance to speak to you. I know 
there are some of you who still have 
not yielded to Jesus Christ. Today I offer 
you the greatest gift in all the world, 
God’s gift of His Son, Jesus Christ.” 

In that assembly many girls came from 
Christian homes, but there were many 
others whose parents were Buddhists, 
Taoists, Confucianists, or Roman Cath- 
olics. Suddenly at the back of the room, 
an attractive sixteen-year-old girl rose 
to her feet and walked to the front. 
Whispered exclamations of amazement 
broke from her fellow-pupils as they saw 
her. 

“Well! Look who's here!” 

Reaching the front, Yang Si-Fang 
turned, 


““Schoolmates,” she said, ‘I could not 
help hearing your remarks as I walked 
up just now. You are surprised to see 
me here. You know that my father is the 
leading Buddhist in this city. But I 
have watched my mother and father. I 
have seen them offer their sacrifices to 
the idols. And I have seen that it brings 
them no satisfaction or peace. Today I 
publicly make my decision. As for me, 
I want Jesus.” 

More efficient than any news agency 
is the word-of-mouth service that carries 
news in a Chinese city. When Yang 
Si-Fang went home for her noon meal, 
she was met by- an enraged father. 

“Where are your schoolbooks?” he 
stormed. 

“Here,” she replied, ‘under my arm.” 


“Lay them there on the fire. From 
today your education is finished. What 
is more, I would not have a Christian 
dog like you under my roof. Go down 
yonder to the servants’ quarters. That 
is the only place fit for you, and there 
you will live from now on.” 


Word found its way back to the mis- 
sion school, and teachers and pupils 
joined in prayer for this one, who was 
called to suffer for her Lord, 


Almost immediately after this, the 
Japanese authorities curtailed the activi- 
ties of the missionaries, confining them 
to the limits of their own premises. 


A little serving woman from the Yang 
household came one day to the mission 
compound with more news of Yang Si- 
Fang. Mr. Yang, peeking through the 
bamboo slats, had seen his daughter pray- 
ing. Furious, he raged in and beat her. 
Undeterred by this, she was reading her 
Bible on another occasion, when he 
again spied on her. Leaf by leaf, the 
Bible was torn to bits. Then, determined 
to rid his daughter of this pernicious 
doctrine, he conceived a diabolical plan: 
with two pieces of steel, heated in a 
flame, he branded his daughter on her 
arms and her chest. 


“Never did she cry out,” reported the 
serving woman. “In all that she suf- 
fered, she only bit down with her teeth 
into her lower lip.” 


The principal entrusted a “word-of- 
mouth letter” to this faithful messenger. 


“Tell Yang Si-Fang that her teachers 
and fellow-pupils constantly pray for 
her. Tell her that the Lord Jesus, in the 
love letter that He left us, tells us that 
though in the world we shall have tribu- 
lation, we can be of good cheer for He 
has overcome the world.” 


Back to the missionary the serving 
woman brought a “word-of-mouth 
reply.” 

“Do not grieve, my dear teacher. 
True, I am ‘eating a little bitterness’ now 
for my Saviour, but when I look at Cal- 
vary, and see what He suffered for me 
there, any suffering of mine is as noth- 
ing. -Do not «be concerned for - me. 


Though my father kill me, I will never 
forsake Jesus.” 
The missionary was interned and two 


and a half years of silence followed, At | 


last some news came from Yang Si-Fang 
The persecution had continued, and her 
father had arranged for her marriage to 
a heathen. But still her heart was true 
to her Saviour. 


The curtain has fallen on Yang §. 
Fang for the time being. Prayer is the 
only missile which can penetrate it. “The 
effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much.” 

—By LENA SELLON 


Laborers in the Harvest 

Since 1927 Mrs. Helen Watkins has 
been a missionary in Nigeria with the 
Sudan Interior Mission. Some years spent 
teaching in a girls’ school were followed 
by a time of training African teachers, 
In 1945 she was asked to undertake the 
supervision of a large district and has 
given us this account of her work. 


= OVER an area of about 400 
miles square are some 100 schools which 
I have to supervise. The enrollments 
range from 10 to 350 pupils. Some of 
these schools are on main mission sta 
tions, but my greatest concern is for those 
teachers on outstations, away from mis- 
sionary help. Most of my time is spent 
in traveling, while my assistant in Jos 
attends to reports, applications, corres 
pendence, and the many details involved 
in this work. 

Schools are a vital point in our work 
just now, since both the government and 
the people are pushing education, The 
Moslems and Roman Catholics are mak- 
ing the most of the situation. Why 
should we let them have the children of 
Nigeria? We have a large Christian com- 
munity, and these children should be in 
Christian schools. In addition there are 
millions of children who either have 
not had the chance to go to school, or do 
not want to go. For a few years these too 
will be drawn into the school population. 
And the direction of their lives will de 
pend much on their teachers. 


In our schools there is a Bible lesson 
every day, in which Bible history and 
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Christian doctrine and living are taught. 
Very few children have gone through a 
year with us without accepting the Lord 
as Saviour. We need teachers who can 
and will lead these young lives to Him. 

It is my hope to start refresher 


courses for teachers, They need help bad- 
ly as they get into a rut so easily. One 
difficulty in the way is that our vacation 
comes in three four-week periods. This 
means that the length of the course is 
necessarily short. Four one-hour classes 


will be given each day, one each in Bible, 
teaching methods, English, and some 
general knowledge subject. 

Much depends on the African teach- 
ers. Pray for them that they may keep 
near to the Lord and zealous for Him. 

—By HELEN WATKINS 





Operation TU 


Ba PRIME REQUISITE of good military 
strategy is having an objective and stick- 
ing to it! In our Teachers Christian Fel- 
lowship we need to have our objective 
dearly defined and constantly in view if 
our service in this sphere is to be effec- 
tive. What are our aims and objectives? 


Fellowship in the Lord with like- 
minded teachers is a means of spiritual 
growth, ‘He Himself appointed some to 
be teachers . . . for the building up of 
Christ’s body. Dependent on Him, the 
whole body—its various parts closely 
fitting and firmly adhering to one an- 
other—grows by aid of every contribu- 
tory ligament” (Ephesians 4:11-12, 16, 
Weymouth). If every Christian teacher 
were strong and virile spiritually, think 
what an impact would be made on the 
world! This is our task—dependent on 
Him, through fellowship, to help one 
another to grow “to the stature of full- 
gtown men in Christ’’ (Ephesians 4:13, 
Weymouth. ) 


“Far-away fields look green.’’ So often 
we sit back and dream dreams of being 
in “full-time” service for the Lord, We 
look at far-off fields and plan wonderful 
things that we will do for Him, some- 
time, somewhere. We need to realize that 
we are in “full-time” service for Him 
right now, as teachers, just where He has 
Placed us. In contemplating future pos- 


By Betty Slichter 


sibilities we may fail to grasp present op- 
portunities. TCF should make us alert 
to these present opportunities. Are we in 
our groups helping one another in a 
practical way in the matter of winning 
our students for Christ? We should 
share our ideas and experiences along 
this line and obey the injunction to “con- 
sider one another to provoke unto love 
and good works’ (Hebrews 10:24). 


We may see the opportunities in the 
student field and seize them but fail to 
do anything in the much more difficult 
field of winning our fellow-teachers for 
Christ. This should not be a sideline in 
our TCF purposes. First of all, do we 
realize the need of teachers without 
Christ? ‘He that hath not the Son of 
God hath not life” (I John 5:12) ! Then 
are we doing our utmost to bring them 
to Him—gaining their friendship, living 
Christ before them, witnessing as He 
gives us opportunity, inviting them to 
study His Word informally with other 
teachers, and above all praying for them? 
Are we making our TCF group truly a 
Teachers’ Christian Fellowship, not 
merely a Christian Teachers’ Fellowship? 
Are we drawing other teachers into the 
warmth of our friendship as a group? 
Difficult? Impossible? Perhaps—but 
“with God all things are possible”’ (Mark 
10:27)! 


Let me give you an example of what 
can be done by two teachers with God. 
Over a period of time these two teachers 
became good friends with various mem- 
bers of their staff and won their confi- 
dence. Of about 40, some 17 have at- 
tended the local TCF meetings with 
them—some of these quite regularly. 
Some have come to TCF week-end con- 
ferences. One teacher has come to a defi- 
nite knowledge of Jesus Christ through 
their friendship and the study of the 
Scriptures at the group meetings. This, 
Wwe are sure, is not the end of the story. 


Let us accept the challenge of this field 
that is white already to harvest—the field 
of teachers who need a personal faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Let us measure the 
difficulties in the light of God’s omnipo- 
tence and keep our eyes on Him. May 
He grant that “we may come rejoicing, 
bringing our sheaves with us.” END 


For the past two years Betty Slichter 
has been the Teachers Christian Fellow- 
ship staff member for the United States 
and Canada. She has endeared herself to 
many from the east to the west coast. As 
she leaves us for further training at 
Prairie Bible Institute in preparation for 
future service, we wish her God’s bless- 
ing. Although this is ber last article for 
us.as our staff member, we hope we shall 


bear from ber again. 











4s Students 


Nee US... 


As we are living epistles, known and 
read of all our pupils, it behooves us to 
take heed that the gospel according to us 
is legible and true. For this reason we 
have asked two Christian high school 
students to let us see the Christian teach- 
er through their eyes. 


A CHRISTIAN TEACHER has before him 
one of the largest and most needy mis- 
sion fields in the world. Here are endless 
opportunities for a school teacher who 
has given his life to serve God. 

It is during high school that most 
people go through the most difficult stage 
of growing up, and it is at this period 
that they form many of their ideals for 
life. Students usually place a great deal 
of trust in their teachers and often base 
many of their opinions on their words 
and actions. Because school is considered 
second only to the home in the influence 
exerted upon students, it can be easily 
seen how great a responsibility rests upon 
the Christian teacher. Very few profes- 
sions offer a greater opportunity for 
Christian witness. 

There are many things that 2 Christian 


can do around the school to show others 
“The Way.” Perhaps most important, in 
order to gain the respect of the pupils he 
teaches, a Christian teacher must con- 
tinually strive to improve his skill in his 
chosen profession. But this ambition to 
be “one of the best” is not to arise 
through desire for personal gratification, 
but because it is his duty to put forth 
his best effort for his Master. 

Unless a teacher is assured of the re- 
spect and liking of his pupils, he can do 
very little in the way of personal evan- 
gelism. 

While the teacher should never neg- 
lect an opportunity to “‘stand up” for 
his beliefs, he should avoid classroom 
preaching which may cause unfriendli- 
ness and even ridicule. Such an atmos- 
phere in the classroom is very difficult 
to dispel and can cause unhappiness and 
unpleasantness for both teacher and 
pupils. 

There is also a great opportunity for 
the Christian to help his pupils solve 
their problems—and to point to the One 
who says, “Cast your burden upon the 
Lard.” After-school chats can apen the 
way for real salvation if the teacher is 


willing to take the time. 

But unless the teacher is consistent ip 
his words and actions at all times he cap 
accomplish very little in the way of lead. 
ing others to know Christ. ‘Trust in the 
Lord with all thine heart; and lean not! 
unto thine own understanding. In all thy! 
ways acknowledge him, and he shall dis 
rect thy paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6). The 
teacher must be thoroughly honest ig 
every grade; he must give as much tim 
to the unlovely as to the eager and brigh 
and friendly. He must show that his de 
cisions are made on Christian bases. 









































Whatever the Christian teacher is, tg 
many students he is that because he isa 
Christian—or because he is “religious,” 
If he is disliked, the student says, “Oh, 
he’s terrible. He's a religious guy!” And 
if he is well thought of, the pupil says 
“Isn't he wonderful? He is a real Chriss 
tian.”” The Christian teacher, therefore 
needs to aim at blamelessness in order to 
witness effectively to a gang of kids who 
hate “stuffy old religion.” 


I believe that the Christian teacher § 
should be a friend to any pupil who needs 
one. He should be sympathetic, under: 
standing, and helpful, He should be 
neither the know-it-all type nor the 
know-nothing type. He should not be 
one who uses all love and no discipline 
nor one who uses all discipline and no 
love. And this ideal standard can’t be 
reached by people. It’s God who must 
do it. 


In addition to being and not being 
certain things, however, the Christiat) 
teacher should do and not do certaif 
things in order to improve his witness 
He should, for instance, always be neat 
and smartly, though not extremely) 
dressed. He should exhibit Christian ett 
quette in and out of the classroom for, 
believe it or not, students ape their | @ 
teachers in good things as well as bad | *' 


dis 


And if he loses his temper once, he |}, 


may have lost a student's soul. 


But in all our thinking about how out 
pupils think of us, let us not forget that 
we serve but one Master. Before His 
eyes we stand or fall. Let us pray that we 

END 


may please Him. 
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@& With CNF still in its early stages, publicity 
isan important factor. At the biennial ; 
tonvention this year, CNF had its own booth, 


distributed explanatory literature and 
Testaments. 


Every year in September and February, > 

each new nursing student receives a New 
Testament from the local CNF chapter, through 
the kindness of the Gideons. This stimulates 
Interest in the Bible study group at that chapter. 


Nurses interested in knowing more about CNF should write to Miss Al- 
vera Anderson, Christian Nurses Fellowship, 64 W. Randolph, Chicago 1. 


@ Every two years the American Nurses 

Association, the National Public Health Nursing 

Association, and the National League of Nursing 

Education meet for a convention. This is 
the occasion for Christian nurses from all 
over the country to have their own get-together. 
The above picture was taken at the 1948 CNF 
banquet at the Hotel Hamilton in Chicago. 
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Four hundred students from twenty-eight 
nations attended the European Conference 
at Vennes on the hill above Lausanne. 


Ali meetings were in three languages: 
French, German, and English. An address 
would be given in the language of the 
speaker, translated into another tongue, 
and then broadcast into another room for 
the third language group. 


French Scripture texts around the room 
read: ‘'Christ in you the hope of glory’’; 
“Jesus, the bright Star of the Morning"; 
“Behold the Lamb of God, who taketh 
away the sin of the world." 
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| SPENT July and August in Europe, 
attending six major student conferences 
—two in Denmark, one in Sweden, one 
in Finland, and two in Switzerland. 
The first conference was at Thorup, 
which is some miles north of Copen- 


» hagen in Denmark. Staff members and 


student leaders from Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden, and Finland were present, This 
conference at Thorup was held on the 
Prestfarm, or the Priests’ Farm; that is, 
the farm provided by the Lutheran 
Church for the local Lutheran Sogneprest 
in order to provide part of his support. 
Problems of student work and co-opera- 
tion and a measure of co-ordination in 
the work in the four Scandinavian coun- 
tries were the chief topics of discussion. 
Arrangements were also made for the 
next major conference of the Scandi- 
navian student movements, scheduled to 
be held in the summer of 1950 in Ice- 
land, 


In Slagelse, Denmark 

After this conference, the group of 
leaders and staff members who had been 
at Thorup took a bus to Slagelse in cen- 
tral Zeeland, Denmark. More than 300 
students came to this conference from 
Norway, Sweden, Finland, Denmark, 
Iceland, and the Faroe Islands. One of 
the speakers was Professor O. Hallesby 
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(s | Saw Europe 


of Norway, a leader of evangelical Chris- 
tianity in that country. He is a wonderful 
old gentlemen of regal and saintly bear- 
ing, and is something of a national hero. 
During the war he was jailed for his 
resistance to the Nazis. Another Nor- 
wegian speaker was the recently installed 
Bishop Bjarne Skard of the newly created 
bishopric of Génsberg. 


The purpose of this conference was 
student revival and the deepening of 
spiritual life. Subjects of the evening 
messages were ‘“My Sin,” ‘‘My Saviour,” 
‘My Decision,” etc. Quite a number of 
the students put their trust in Christ as 
Saviour; others, having newly realized 
the fact of sin in the life of a Christian 
—and in their personal lives—had this 
matter settled with the Lord. 


Meetings were held in the chief 
Lutheran church of Slagelse: St. Mich- 
ael’s. Delegates ate in the gymnasium of 
the local high school and slept on the 
floors of the various classrooms of the 
main school building, 


by C. Stacey Woods 


Greetings came to the conference from 
the kings of Denmark, Norway, and 
Sweden, and from the presidents of Fin- 
land and Iceland. In a rather important 
square just outside the church, the flags 
of the Scandinavian nations were hoisted 
in honor of the countries represented by 





the delegates. Each evening after the 
evening message, all the delegates assem- 
bled outside to sing hymns and national 
songs, during which time the flags were 
lowered for the night. As quite a good 
crowd of townsfolk gathered to hear this 
singing, it provided an excellent testi- 
mony. One day the entire group marched 
through the streets of Slagelse, singing 
hymns. 

The messages were given either in 
Norwegian, Swedish, Danish, or Fin- 
nish, and because of the similarity of the 
first three of these languages, the mes- 
sages could be understood by most of 
the delegates without interpretation. One 
of the highpoints was a closing evening 
when students told of the way in which 
the Lord had met them and blessed them 
during the conference. Missionary em- 
phasis was also very prominent in this 
conference. 


In Ostersund, Sweden 

From Slagelse, I went on to Sweden 
and after a few days in Stockholm, con- 
tinued north, perhaps halfway up Swed- 
en to the town of Ostersund for the 
Swedish conference. Ostersund is in 
about the same latitude as Trondheim 
in Norway and is not far from the Arctic 
Circle, “the Land of the Midnight Sun.” 
We could tell time by our watches at a 
quarter to twelve at night, and by half- 
past two in the morning, it was broad 
daylight once more. In many respects 
this conference was similar to that at 
Slagelse, though somewhat smaller. Mes- 
sages again were very direct. Especially 
helpful were those by Lector Lodin, pres- 
ident of the Swedish movement, which is 
known as Sverigen Evangeliska Student- 
och Gymnasistrérelse. He had also spo- 
ken at Slagelse. Never shall I forget the 
singing at the Scandinavian conferences. 
I had a surprise as I left Sunday night 
to take the train to Stockholm and then 
a plane on to Helsinki the following 
morning. The conference delegates came 
down to see me off and sang a wonderful 
Norwegian hymn, which has been trans- 
lated into English, the words of which 
afe: 

Never fades the name of Jesus, 

Nor is dimmed by passing time. 


Jesus’ name is everlasting, 
For its meaning is sublime. 

Jesus’ name brings joy and gladness, 
Daily sending forth new life. 

In His name there’s power to gather 
Souls of men from ways of strife. 


Beautiful the name of Jesus; 
Let it echo ’round the earth! 
For to weary, hopeless nations, 
Jesus’ name has matchless worth. 
Hate at last must yield to Jesus; 
Sinfulness before Him flee. 
Through His name shall truth and justice 
Reign again to make men free. 
In the night His dear name shineth 
Like a lighthouse evermore, 
Guiding lonely shipwrecked seamen 
Safely to salvation’s shore. 
When the sun's last rays are fading, 
"Mid the darkness spreads His fame, 
W hile the ransomed hosts in heaven 
Sing the praises of His name. 


RA RANE: tcl PUTER BEE LN PREIS LOLI iS 

The following order issued in 1862 reflects 
favorably on the memory of Lincoln: 

“The President, Commander-in-Chief of the 
Army and Navy, desires and enforces the 
orderly observance of the Sabbath by the 
officers and men in the military and naval 
service. The importance for man and beast 
of the prescribed weekly rest, the sacred rights 
of Christian soldiers and sailors, a becoming 
deference to the best sentiments of a Chris- 
tian people and due regard for the divine will, 
demand that Sunday labor in the army and 
navy be reduced to the measure of strict neces- 
sity. The discipline and character of the na- 
tional forces should not suffer, nor the cause 
they defend be imperiled, by the profanation 
of the day or name of the Most High.” 


Chorus: 
How I love the name of Jesus! 
It has set my heart aflame. 
I have found the great salvation 
Through the merits of His name. 
(Norwegian text and tune 
by David Welander) 
In Yvaskyla, Finland 
From Helsinki, Finland, I took the 
night train up to Yvaskyla in central Fin- 
land. This conference too was held in a 
local school; about 250 to 300 students 
from central Finland attended. The same 
Biblical, personal emphasis was present 
as in the conferences in Denmark and 
Sweden. Here again the hymn singing 
made a never-to-be-forgotten impression, 
particularly the reverential, quiet way in 
which the hymns of the Finnish pietists 
were sung. The calm, resolute fortitude 





and trust in God that these Finnish Chris. 
tians have is something that all of us 
might learn from. I was never in a place 
where Christians seemed to depend less 
upon circumstances and to be more con. 
scious of the keeping power of God, 
more conscious of His miracle power in 
daily life. 

The revival movements within the 
Lutheran Church of Finland have def- 
nitely done something for both clergy 
and laity. I was told that as many as 
85 per cent of the Lutheran ministers of 
Finland are premillennarian in their be- 
lief. There seems to be little or no mod. 
ernism in the country, and there is a real 
sense of divine destiny and calling and 
of the. approaching end of the age. 

In Finland, one is struck by the seri- 
ousness—almost sadness—of the Chris- 
tian students. For them Christianity is no 
laughing matter. Sin is not to be treated 
lightly. The presence of Satan, the ex- 
ceeding sinfulness of sin, the eternal love 
and infinite sacrifice of the Lord Jesus 
are realities to be contemplated and un- 
derstood with head and heart bowed be- 
fore the Lord. Here was no spirit of 
presumption, no impious familiarity with 
the Almighty; here are Christians who 
are ‘‘poor in spirit,” and are seeing the 
Kingdom of God, those who indeed are 
“hungering and thirsting after righteous- 
ness” and are receiving that filling from 
the Lord Himself. 

I should like to make some general 
observations about the Scandinavian stu- 
dent groups which are members of the 
International Fellowship of Evangelical 
Students (International Inter-Varsity), 
as I was able to observe it in the short 
time I was in the northern countries. 

First of all, there are certain outward 
differences. The men and women all 
wear student caps, which signify their 
university matriculation. Each cap has 
a national significance. Other differences 
are to be noted in custom. For instance, 
the use of cosmetics is severely frowned 
upon, whereas the use of tobacco seems 
to be tolerated. The great majority of 
the people of these countries—in Nor- 
way and Finland perhaps 97 per cent— 
are Lutherans, Christians of such de 
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nominations as Baptist and Methodist are 
regarded as somewhat peculiar, but they 
are not excluded from the student move- 
ments. Many of the high officials of the 
church are very active in the student 
movements, which are in a very real 
sense Church-related and church-center- 
ed. And as the student movements draw 
much of their life and strength from 
the evangelical sections of these Luth- 
eran churches, so in turn the Lutheran 
churches are strengthened by fresh 
floods of spiritual life and power from 
these movements. 

As a whole, the students look up to 
the older church leaders and give them 
a respect which one does not always find 
in North America. 

Students in these countries depend far 
less upon comforts and what we would 
call necessities than American students. 
The food seemed unusual. There was 
lots of smoked fish and what we would 
call sour milk. 

But most of all, the thing that im- 
pressed me and in a way surprised me 
was the extent to which I felt com- 
pletely at home. In spite of national 
differences, differences of custom and 
language, even ecclesiastical differences, 
there was the same spirit, the same em- 
phasis, the same loyalty to the Word of 
God, the same desire for an uncompro- 
mising testimony, the same meeting for 
prayer, the same desire for the fulness 
of the Holy Spirit in the life of the be- 
liever. Again and again I was over- 
whelmed with the realization of the di- 
vine miracle of that essential oneness in 
Christ Jesus. 


In Basel, Switzerland 

Among the nearly 400 students regis- 
tered to attend our conference at Vennes, 
Switzerland, were 80 German students. 
Humanly speaking, the presence of so 
large a number of German students was 
the result of the efforts of Mr. Eric Sauer, 
the visit of Hans Burki to Germany, the 
latge correspondence undertaken by Dr. 
René Pache and Dr. and Mrs. Hans 
Bernath, Many more students signified 
their desire to come to Vennes than could 
be accommodated, and so arrangements 
had to be made for an additional 270 
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German students to meet in special con- 


ferences in a number of youth hostels . 


in Switzerland. 

Before these additional German stu- 
dents arrived, I joined Hans Burki for 
a few days at a castle outside Basel, 
Switzerland, where some 35 of the young 
German leaders were meeting to wait 
upon God for His blessing. This was a 
most memorable occasion and, for me, a 
time of great challenge, vision, and 
blessing. From the battlements of this 
old castle, one looked down over the city 
of Basel and across the Rhine to the 
Black Forest of Germany. To the left, 
over the rolling countryside, just a quar- 
ter of a mile away, was France. The 
German students received me with great 
joy, and I felt humbled and most grate- 
ful to God for the privilege of having 
some small share in ministry to them. 
How quickly political and national dif- 
ferences fade when we meet around the 
feet of the Saviour! These 35 German 
student leaders received a measure of 
training, so that when the additional 270 
arrived, they gave good help as leaders. 
A number of our U, S. students and staff 
members also were able to visit some of 
these students and help them after the 
conference at Vennes, Assisting in these 
youth hostel conferences with Hans 
Burki were Dr. René Pache, Joseph Bay- 
ly, Robert Finley, Christy Wilson, one or 
two student leaders from Great Britain, 
and myself. Too much cannot be said 
for the faith and vision of Hans Burki 
in this enterprise. 


In Vennes, Switzerland 

Some 400 students were with us at 
the camp at Vennes on the hill above 
Lausanne. Some 28 nations were repre- 
sented, the major ones being England, 
France, Holland, Italy, Switzerland, and 
Germany, All meetings were in three 
languages: French, German, and Eng- 
lish. An address would be given in the 
language of the speaker, translated into 
one tongue, and then quietly broadcast 
into another room for the third lan- 
guage group. 

Most of the physical arrangements 
were undertaken by the Groupes Bibli- 
ques Universitaires de Suisse (Swiss In- 


A GOVERNMENT BULLETIN describes the ur- 
gent need for grammar school teachers (grades 
1 through 6) on the Navajo Indian Reserva- 
tion. There are 24,000 Navajo children of . 
school age, and schooling facilities for only 
8,000—and even some of these will get no 
schooling, unless present teaching vacancies 
are filled. Employment is by the U.S. govern- 
ment at a salary of $2498 per year, which 
includes one month of vacation, one month 
of educational leave subject to approval, and 
two weeks sick leave (cumulative), all with 
pay. Persons with only two years of college 
are eligible for appointment; while persons 
under 48, who have a college degree including 
18 hours of Education (10 of them in Ele- 
mentary Education), may qualify for a life- 
time tenure. Classes run from September to 
May; some appointments can be made im- 
mediately. For further information and ap- 
plication write at once to Dr. George A. 
Boyce, Director of Navajo Schools, Window 


Rock, Arizona. 
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ter-Varsity), and one cannot praise the 
student leaders of this national move- 
ment enough for their great sacrifice and 
untiring efforts and continual work be- 
hind the scenes. God wonderfully an- 
swered prayer in supplying all needed 
funds and enabling us to operate on an 
even more economical scale than we had 
imagined possible. 

Speakers included Dr. Martyn Lloyd- 
Jones of Westminster Chapel, England; 
Professor Bruston of the Evangelical 
Seminary at Aix en Provence, France; 
Rev. Champendal from Geneva, Switz- 
erland; Dr. René Pache of the Institut 
Emmaus at Vennes, Switzerland; Mr. 
Eric Sauer of the Bible School at Wiede- 
nest, Germany; Dr, Harold Ockenga, 
pastor of the Park Street Church, Boston; 
and others. 

A considerable number of Roman 
Catholic students from France attended 
the conference. 

We had one excursion on Lake Geneva 
by boat—to visit the Castle of Chillon. 
There was heavy rain and uncomfort- 
ably cool weather during most of the 
conference. 

In many ways, the conference was dif- 
ferent from our anticipations, and God's 
answer to prayer was rather different 
from the answer we had imagined we 
would receive. For one thing, there was 
rather a wide spread of age and spiritual 








Special Subseriber Offer 

As a special service to its U. S. sub- 
seribers, HIS has arranged with the 
the Inter-Varsity book department to 
grant a discount of 20 per cent on all 
IVCF publications costing 15¢ or more. 
Since this offer is open only to HIS 
subscribers ordering for their personal 
use, the subscription code number 
(shown under the subscriber address 
on the back cover) must be included 
with the order. A new, up-to-date 
catalog of all IVCF publications is now 
available from the Chicago office, 64 
West Randolph. 


understanding on the part of the dele- 
gates. To meet the situation, some of 
the messages were rather unusually doc- 
trinal and heavily theological; others 
seemed extremely simple and evangelis- 
tic. Quite a number of students received 
Christ as Saviour, though the conference 
was primarily planned—of course—for 
Christian students, In all the Swiss stu- 
dent conferences, more than 100 made 
a profession of faith in Christ, includ- 
ing 80 German university students. 

It is very difficult to attempt to assess 
the permanent results of such a confer- 
ence. Of the individuals, very many— 
if not all—received much blessing and 
inspiration. And it seemed as if the 
national movements of Holland and 
Switzerland in particular received much 
encouragement and blessing. A national 
worker, Ernst Schrupp, was appointed, 
with the International Fellowship of 
Evangelical Students undertaking his 
support for work in Germany. Quite a 
number of German students indicated 
that they wanted to work with Mr. 
Schrupp for a clear-cut testimony to the 
Saviour in the universities of that land, 
and special prayer is asked for Mr. 
Schrupp and the German work, Mlle. 
Raymonde Brunel of France was present 
with a very good delegation from her 
country. God seems to be opening up 
doors in France for a new work among 
the Lycees, the French schools generally 
equivalent to the American high school 
and junior college. 

Singing was in three languages, our 
North American Inter-Varsity hymnbook 
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being used for the English singing. To 
some of our American delegation, the 
emphasis of the conference was strange. 
One of the things we all have to learn 
is that our national way of doing things 
is not necessarily the right way for stu- 
dent work in another country. Our loy- 
alty must be to the Lord Himself and 
to His Word rather than to our way of 
doing things. 

One problem discussed at length in 
the annual executive meeting of the 
IFES, held at the conference, was the 
need of a European summer training 
school to help student leaders in Eur- 
opean countries, Though somewhat sim- 
ilar to Campus in the Woods and at 
“The Firs,” the school would of course 
be thoroughly European. Prayer is asked 
that the Lord may guide very definitely 
regarding this matter. 

The normal routine of the conference 
was not unlike that of our American con- 
ferences—Quiet Time, breakfast, special 
meetings for leaders and prayer meet- 
ings, a regular morning session, lunch, 
discussion in the afternoon, supper, and 
a main meeting each evening followed 
by prayer groups in the various rooms 
and cabins. One was of course very 
conscious of the difficulty created by the 
language barrier, and more than one per- 
son remarked how keenly we felt the 
tragic results of the Tower of Babel. 

On the Sunday of the conference, the 
entire delegation attended a special mor- 
ning service in the Cathedral of the 
Reformed Church in Lausanne, where 
the students sang one or two special 
hymns, which seemed to make a deep 
impression upon the congregation. The 
preacher for that morning was one of the 
original members of the Swiss student 
movement. 

One of the concluding services of this 
conference—as is common with many 
of our student conferences—was a serv- 
ice of witness, when students told of how 
God had met them and blessed them. 
This was a moving occasion. Many stu- 
dents from many countries told of re- 
ceiving the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour, 
of yielding to Him, of receiving some 
new special blessing from His hand. 


As we think of our fellow-Christian 
students in Europe, the following prayer 
suggestions may be helpful: 

1, Praise God for the wonderful way 
in which He has blessed in Great Britain 
during the past academic year, when 
there have been an outstanding number 
of student conversions, and where the 
student witness in universities and train- 
ing colleges is larger and stronger than 
ever before in the history of the British 
IVF. 

2. Pray for the desire for the deep. 
ening of the spiritual life and an out- 


reach in evangelism in the student move. | 


ment in Holland. 


5. Pray for the one evangelical stu- 
dent group in Belgium, that God may 
raise up a virile Biblical witness in the 
universities of that country. 

4, Pray for Raymonde Brunel in 
France, for the new work among the 
French Lycees, and for the urgent need 
of a man staff worker. 


5. Pray for the students of Italy, who 
are meeting in Genoa and in Milan, and 
for lonely evangelical students in other 
university centers of that country; also 
pray that God may raise up an Italian 
national as a staff member. 

6. Praise God for the quickened in- 
terest among students in Switzerland, 
and pray that this may be the beginning 
of a student revival in that country. 

7. Pray for Ernst Schrupp in Ger- 
many and for the beginnings of a new 
evangelical student movement in that 
country, that the students may remain 
steadfast in the face of opposition from 
every side. 

8. Pray for Latvian students in Ger- 
many, who are without a country, with- 
out families, and without God. Pray 
too for the few Latvian Christian stu- 
dents who have the need of their fellow- 
students upon their hearts, and for 
evangelical student groups in the closed 
countries, from which we can receive 
very little news and where there is 4 
real danger of persecution, 

9. Pray that God may guide regard: 
ing the establishment of a summer train- 
ing school next August in Europe. END 


HIS, NOVEMBER, 1948 





wh 
the 
mi 
the 
wi 


cre 


SiC 


tian 
ayer 


Way 
tain 
hen 


who 
and 
ther 
also 
lian 


ind, 
ing 
eI 
1eW 
that 
rain 
rom 


xef- 


) ray 


sed 


$e EE . 


Cs THE DEVICES and formulas by 
which scientists determine the distance of 
the stars and weigh the planets deter- 
mine the extent of God's great love, or 
the weight of glory worked for those 
who obey His will? 

Can the great telescopes which reveal 
craters and “canals” on various heavenly 
bodies reveal the meaning of the pierced 
side and hands of Him who died for us? 

Can experiments of chemist and geol- 
ogist bring to light the characteristics of 
the Rock ? 

Can an electronic device show the 
penetrating power of effectual prayer? 

Can an anatomy test or physiology 
book teach what it is to be “‘born again”’ ? 

Can the most completely equipped 
biology laboratory predict the fruits that 
will grow in the person grafted to the 
Vine? 

Can the whitest, brightest rays, lighted 
with the most millions of candle power, 
bring the Light of Life? 

Can the great machines which con- 
struct a nation’s super-highways remove 
“stumblingstones” from the heart? Or 
make the highway called “the Way of 
holiness” ? 

Can planes that circle the earth with 
half the speed of sound demonstrate how 
the righteous will be “caught up. . . 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air” (I Thessalonians 4:17) ? 


No, Science cannot explain Christian 
truths. And it is not supposed to. Science 
and Christianity are not learned by the 
same devices. Science deals with ‘‘things 
seen.” Christianity deals with the unseen. 

Thus the job of Christianity is more 
important than that of science because 
“the things which are seen are temporal; 
but the things which are not seen are 
eternal” (II Corinthians 4:18). Paul 
says, “But the natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God . . . be- 
cause they are spiritually discerned” (I 
Corinthians 2:14). Christ Himself says, 
“It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh 
profiteth nothing: the words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit, and they are 
life” (John 6:63). 

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God” (Romans 
10:17). 

Thus it is that many lose out when they 
try to be “scientific” about religion. Be- 
cause not all spiritual truths can be dem- 


Can Science 


Disprovwe Christianity ? 


by Harvey C. Hansen 
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onstrated in the laboratory, they deny 
them. They forsake God and put in His 
place a science of their own. The Bible 
terms it ‘‘science falsely so called” (I 
Timothy 6:20). 

This science ridicules the Word and 
Opposes its truths wherever it cannot ex- 
plain them. But it forgets that there are 
also many natural things it is powerless 
to explain. The order set down in its 
theories is not consistently supported by 
observation. Its exponents disagree or 
contradict one another, and they are put 
to hard straits to explain observable 
phenomena which do not support the 
theories. Even the origin it conjectures is 
based on mere laws of chance. 

True science acknowledges God and 
supports the Biblical statements of 


science. The circuit of the sun (Psalm 
19:4-6); the circle of the earth (Isaiah 
40:22); the ‘‘sweet influences” of Plei- 
ades; the bands of Orion (Job 38:31); 
the north stretched over emptiness; the 
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earth hanging on nothing (Job 26:7)— 
all these ideas were once ridiculed, but 
now they are accepted by science. Since 
the atom bomb, it is no longer hard to see 
even how “the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat” (II Peter 3:10). 

Only in God can one account for such 
things as the wonder of growth, the mul- 
tiplicity and variety of things, the useful 
functions of form and structure, the 
presence and operation of great forces, 
the regularity of times and seasons, the 
beauty of it all. 

Night and day the heavens and the 
earth “shew knowledge” and “utter 
speech” and indeed declare and show to 
true science that the handiwork and the 
glory is God’s. “For the invisible things 
of him from the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even his eternal 
power and Godhead” (Romans 1:20). 

For a time, in some instances for cen- 
turies, facts given by the Bible may not 
be proved; they may not even seem pos- 
sible. But as knowledge is increased, all 
fields of science—in fact, all human ac- 
tivities—corroborate more and more the 
Bible’s declarations about nature, times, 
places, events, and principles of living. 

Thus, it would seem that the most val- 
uable service of science is not in improv- 
ing material life, but in testifying to the 
wisdom and greatness and love of God. 

He who spoke unto us “these things” 
that we might have peace, and gave us 
His commandments that we might show 
our love for Him, is the One who, re- 
garding the heavens and sea and earth, 
“spake, and it was done; he commanded 
and it stood fast” (Psalm 33:9). He who 
is the Bread of Life and the Fountain of 
Living Waters, who freely gives to ““who- 
soever will’? meat and drink indeed, is 
the one who also “‘visitest the earth, and 
waterest it,” who “‘preparest them corn” 
(Psalm 65:9). He who knows the very 
thoughts of a man and who is able to 
give him “His mind,” a new heart, and 
a right spirit, also understands the bal- 
ancings of the clouds. 

He is the Author of the holy Scrip- 
tures ‘‘which are able to make thee wise 


unto salvation through faith” (II Tim- 
othy 3:15). And he is the Author of 
the wisdom, the knowledge, and the 
equity in which the scientist labors and 
leaves “to a man who hath not laboured 
therein” (Ecclesiastes 2:21). 

True science has its place. True reli- 
gion has its place. And one supports the 
other. But of the two that which is to be 
desired the most is true religion—the 
things of the Spirit. “. . . for the things 
which are seen are temporal; but the 
things which are not seen are eternal” 
(II Corinthians 4:18). END 





The Christian’s Peace of Mind 
(Continued from page 11) 

can sing with the Psalmist: “The Lord 
is my light and my salvation; whom shall 
I fear? the Lord is the strength of my 
life; of whom shall I be afraid?” (Psalm 
27:1). 

Trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ has 
a most salutary effect on the mind of the 
believer. He leans heavily upon the 
promises and precepts of his Lord. ‘‘Let 
not your heart be troubled” (John 14:1) 
is a request that the Christian gladly ac- 
cepts. His heart is not filled with fear, 
distrust, uncertainty, and doubt, He 
knows his loving Father has a home pre- 
pared for him in eternity. Should he 
die he will not fear death, since he knows 
he thus would go “‘to be with Christ; 
which is far better” (Philippians 1:23). 
He has received the Holy Spirit, the 
heavenly Comforter, who gives him in- 
ward peace of which the world knows 
practically nothing. “The fruit of the 
Spirit is . . . peace’’ (Galatians 5:22). 
The Saviour comforts the believer with 
such immortal words as these: “Peace I 
leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you.” ‘“That in me ye might have peace. 
In the world ye shall have tribulation: 
but be of good cheer; I have overcome 
the world’ (John 14:27; 16:33). How 
beautifully this echoes Isaiah 26:3, 
“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on thee: because 
he trusteth in thee.” 

Let come what will—trouble, sorrow, 
discouragement, defeat, disaster, or death 
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itself—tregardless of his experience, the 
child of God always enjoys peace of 
mind, since he is absolutely confident 
that all things are working together for 
good to them that love God, who are the 
called according to His purpose. His is 
the untroubled mind, the soul filled with 
calm assurance, the consciousness that 
God doeth all things well. 

Dr. F. W. Boreham has quoted Sir 
Oliver Lodge as saying: “I do not see 
why we should put up with bad weather, 
if we do not want it. It is inevitable that, 
sooner or later, we must assume control 
of the weather. We shall soon be doing 
things that, a little while back, would 
have been’ thought extremely presump- 
tuous.”” 

The talented doctor then adds this: 
“As I walked home the other evening | 
found the Salvation Army holding an 
Open-air meeting at the corner of High 
Street. Just as I approached the spot, 
round-faced, bright-eyed, happy-looking 
lassie, wearing the familiar uniform, 
stepped into the ring and, in a rich so- 
prano voice, commenced a solo. Most of 
the passers-by paused, as I did, to listen. 
This is what she sang: 

There is sunshine in my soul today, 

More glorious and bright 
Than glows in any earthly sky, 

For Jesus is my Light. 

There is springtime in my soul today, 

For, when the Lord is near, 

The dove of peace sings in my heart, 

The flowers of grace appear. 

When the last notes of the solo had died 
away, I resumed my homeward journey, 
feeling that the Salvation Army lassie 
had somehow got ahead of the brilliant 
British scientist.’ 

Here, then, is peace of mind. It isa 
peace not as the world gives, but as the 
Lord Jesus Christ gives. And it is freely 
lavished upon all who put their trust in 
the Saviour! ‘Now the Lord of peace 
himself give you peace at all times in all 
ways’’ (I Thessalonians 3:16 RV), END 


The appearance in the October His of tht 
article "If You Have Trouble Praying’ 
Leslie D. Weatherhead does not constitute 
endorsement by the Inter-Varsity Christa 
Fellowship of the author and his other wih 
ings. The excerpt from his Discipleship 
peared because it was felt to be especially 
helpful_—T he Publisher. 
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On to Urbana 


a MOST significant missionary oppor- 
tunity of your college course is less than 
two months away. The last five days of 
1948 will witness the gathering of 1200 
students from North America at the Uni- 
versity of Illinois at Urbana for the sec- 
ond FMF-IVCF missionary convention, 
the Convention for Missionary Conquest. 
Outstanding missionary leaders, a large 
number of experienced missionaries from 
all over the world, foreign students from 
many countries, good fellowship, and 
setious thinking, praying, and planning 
will feature this crucial gathering of 
Christian students from the United 
States and Canada. 


Beginning Monday evening (Decem- 
ber 27) and ending with breakfast on 
New Year's Day, the well-filled program 
will bring you up to date on what is tak- 
ing place on world mission fronts; will 
answer your questions about what is be- 
ing done on the field, what needs to be 
done, and how you can fit into the pic- 
ture; will thrill and challenge you to the 
depths; and will stir you to serious think- 
ing and planning for a realistic all-out 
effort to take the gospel to the whole 
world—the responsibility of our genera- 
tion, 


Convening in the University audito- 
tum at the south end of the main quad- 
tangle, students will hear some of the 
gteat missionary leaders of our day: 
Bishop Frank Houghton, General Direc- 
tor of the China Inland Mission; Dr. V. 
Raymond Edman, president of Wheaton 
College; Dr. G. Allen Fleece, teacher 


HIS 


» NOVEMBER, 1948 


by T. Norton Sterrett 


and pastor from Chattanooga, Tennessee; 
Dr. William Graham, president of 
Northwestern Schools; Dr, Harold S. 
Laird, president of the Independent 
Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions; 
Dr, J. B. McLaurin, secretary of the 
Canadian Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board; Dr. W. Robert Smith, professor 
of Bible and philosophy, University of 
Dubuque; Bishop Elam Stauffer, mission- 
ary of the Mennonite church in Africa; 
Dr. Frank Torrey, missionary pastor 
from Lancaster, Pennsylvania; Dr. 
Northcote Deck, former missionary to 
the Solomon Islands. These men of God 
will deal with the basic issues of the mis- 
sionary enterprise, in the light of the 
Word of God and the world needs of our 
day. FMF and IVCF leaders will share 
in the program, 


Fifty or more missionaries will answer 
questions: What opportunity is there on 
the mission field for someone trained in 
home economics ? How much Bible train- 
ing is essential for a missionary doctor? 
Is there any chance for me to go when 
I’m already 32 years old? What about 
radio, aviation, translation, literacy work, 
and the non-professional missionary ? 
These missionaries will meet with small 
groups in Gregory Hall or another build- 
ing adjacent to the auditorium where 
personal problems can be mulled over. 


Also, the missionaries will represent 
their boards in telling the thrilling story 
of what God is now doing, of the open 
doors, of the difficulties that challenge to 
greater prayer and work. They will speak 
from firsthand knowledge of the coun- 


tries of the world and of the peoples— 
their lives, their religions, and needs. 

Best of all, these missionary repre- 
sentatives are chosen because they can 
bring counsel in important spiritual 
questions—of finding God's will for the 
life, of living and witnessing for Christ, 
of preparing for service. They are men 
and women who know God and can 
lead you closer to Him. 

Even if you are not a missionary volun- 
teer, as a Christian you are concerned 
with the evangelization of the world. For 
that reason time will be given to think 
through what you can do here and now, 
on your campuses and in your churches, 
to take and send Christ “from every 
campus to every country.” 

The residence halls of the University 
will house you—girls to the east, fellows 
southwest back of the gymnasium. You'll 
mix up, though, to eat in the two resi- 
dence dining rooms, and there will be 
time to get acquainted with students from 
Tampa and Toronto, from Montclair and 
Monterey. Also from Nigeria and Nan- 
king, for you'll want to meet the Chris- 
tian students from other lands who are 
one with you in making Christ known to 
the world, 

Now, save up twenty-five dollars, or 
perhaps your home church will raise it 
for you as a missionary project. For, in 
spite of inflation, that’s all it will cost. 
Three dollars you pay when you register, 
and bring the balance along to Urbana. 
Registration forms have been sent to the 
chapter, but if you need more, the office 
will supply them, 

(Continued on page 32, column 1) 
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= A MAN becomes a Christian, his 
soul immediately becomes the battle- 
ground for two strong opposing forces— 
the evil desires of his unregenerate na- 
ture as opposed to the righteous desires 
of his new life in Christ. 

Because they have been led to expect 
that life will be one endless song after 
their surrender to Christ, some are dis- 
mayed to discover this conflict within 
themselves. And some—despairing— 
solve the whole problem by conceding 
victory to the desires of the flesh. 

In order to understand what the Word 
of God has to say about the matter, we 
must first know what the Scriptures teach 
about the relation of the spirit, soul, and 
body to each other. 


Flesh vs. Spirit 

In Genesis 2:7 we are told, ‘‘Man be- 
came a living soul.” Here the word soul 
is used by God to describe the whole per- 
sonality of man, the ego. Similarly in 
Genesis 46:26, “All the souls that came 
with Jacob . . . were three-score and six.” 
This soul of man is the seat both of his 
desires and of his emotions, for in Psalm 
42:1 David cries, ‘My soul panteth after 


the War 


thee, O God,” and in verse 4, “I pour 
out my soul” [in tears}. In the Scriptures 
soul and heart are practically synony- 
mous; thus, “Keep thy heart with all 
diligence, for out of it are the issues of 
life’ (Proverbs 4:23). It is also the seat 
of the will, for, ““A man’s heart deviseth 
his way” (Proverbs 16:9). Our will is 
the supreme expression of our personal- 
ity. 

But for life on earth God has en- 
dowed man’s soul with a spirit. Paul in 
I Thessalonians 5:23 prays by inspira- 
tion, “I pray God your whole spirit and 
soul and body be preserved blameless.” 
The spirit of man is the seat of the mind 
and intellect, for, “What man knoweth 
the things of a man save the spirit of 
man ?’’ (I Corinthians 2:11). Paul states 
further, “I serve God with my spirit” 
(Romans 1:9), for it is man’s spirit that 
responds to God. Lastly, the spirit as the 
seat of the mind is also the seat of the 
“divine nature” (II Peter 1:4) which the 
believer receives at the new birth. 

Then God places the soul in a body, 
in which man lives and moves and fi- 
nally dies, for, ‘“There is a natural body 
and there is a spiritual body” (I Corin- 





Within the Christian’s heart two combatants are constantly 4 
war. Dr. Northcote Deck, veteran missionary doctor to the Solo. 


mon Islands, describes this war and how its outcome is decided, 
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thians 15:44), The body is the seat of 
the old fallen Adamic nature as seen in 
Romans 7:23, a verse worthy of clos | 
attention. There Paul stresses: ‘‘I see an 
other law in my members, warring 
against the law of my mind, and bringing 
me into captivity to the law of sin whic 
is in my members.” Members here im 
plies body, and in those members is “the 
law of sin,” the fallen Adamic nature. 
The opposing force for good, the divine 
nature, evidently resides in “the law of 
my mind.” It is congruous with the fac 
of the sinful nature residing in the body, 
that both are left behind by the believer 
at death. . 

The sinful Adamic nature is usually 
termed the flesh and is the cause of al | 
the problems of sin in the human heatt, | 
even of the believer. Of it the Saviout | 
said: “That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh, and that which is born of the Spit 
is spirit” (John 3:6), thus distinguislt 
ing the two realms of life from each | 
other. Then in John 6:63 He said, “The 
flesh profiteth nothing.” Thus there is 
part of man’s being which is no asset at 
all. Paul emphasizes this further in Ro- 
mans 7:18, “I know that in me (that is, 
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But the flesh is not only negatively 
bad; it is aggressively bad, for Romans 
8:7 says, “The carnal [{sarkskos, fleshly} 
mind is enmity against God.” So I am 
forced to recognize that in me as a child 
of God there remains part of my being 
that hates God and the things of God. 
Then when I read Galatians 5:19, ‘The 
works of the flesh are . . . adultery. . . 
uncleanness . . . hatred, variance, strife 
... and such like”’—a list so long that 
Paul does not complete it—I understand 
the reason for its antagonism to God. 
Peter goes a step further and urges that 
we “abstain from fleshly lusts which war 
against the soul.” The ‘‘flesh” in us is 
Practically synonymous with the self in 
us which causes all our selfishness. 

There are two very important verses in 
Galatians bearing upon the operations of 
the flesh, Chapter 4, verse 29 says, “As 
then, he that was born after the flesh 
Persecuted him that was born after the 
Spirit, even so it is now’; and chapter 5, 
Vetse 17 says, ““The flesh lusteth [striv- 
eth] against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh, and these are contrary 
the one to the other.”” These two remark- 
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able verses describe the two civil wars 
being waged in the believer's heart. But 
if the second war—'‘the Spirit against 
the flesh” —is conducted in God's way, 
the first—'‘the flesh against the Spirit’’— 
may be kept in abeyance, 


Amalek vs. Israel 

Notice that Galatians 4:28 begins, 
“As then.”” As when? We find the back- 
ground in verses 22 to 24: “Abraham 
had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the 
other by a freewoman, But he who was 
of the bondwoman was born after the 
flesh; but he of the freewoman was by 
promise. Which things are an allegory.” 
In other words, God controlled Abra- 
ham’s family and the record of it to teach 
spiritual lessons of a later day. So we may 
apply the “‘persecution’”’ of a man in the 
Old Testament (verse 28) to the believer 
in the New. 

Ishmael, ‘‘born after the flesh,” perse- 
cuted Isaac, the heir of promise. The 
same thing was true in the next genera- 
tion, and for the same reason. Esau, the 
natural man, persecuted Jacob, the spir- 
itual man—for even though Jacob had 
many failings, he did aspire after God. 

Jacob’s family went down to Egypt, 
multiplied into a nation which was later 
delivered for bondage, and set out for 
Sinai to be instructed of God, and even- 
tually for Canaan. In the desert, the 
Amalekites—a cousin race—came out to 
meet them (Exodus 17:8). They were 
named after Esau’s grandson, Amalek. 
Because of their kinship, we would ex- 
pect them to greet the Israelites with 
friendship and help. But there existed in 
the Amalekites the inherent antagonism 
to the people of God indicated in Gala- 
tians. So, ‘“Amalek fought with Israel in 
Rephidim.” This was no mere tribal 
skirmish, It had such far-reaching spir- 
itual significance that God said to Moses 
(verse 14): “Write this for a memorial 
in a book, and rehearse it in the ears of 
Joshua,” to instruct all future genera- 
tions. 

Two lessons stand out. Israel’s own 
resources were inadequate to give them 
victory. They fought and struggled and 
prayed, and could only ‘“‘discomfit” 
Amalek. Second and most significant, 


Amalek came between them and the reve- 
lation God wanted to give. So today the 
flesh seeks to frustrate any “hunger and 
thirst after righteousness” aroused in the 
soul by the Holy Spirit. 


After Sinai, Israel approached the 
Promised Land at Kadesh-barnea. Their 
faith failed them when they saw the 
giants, and they were turning away when 
they realized their mistake. They had 
come so far that they would have a try 
for the land (Numbers 14:40). But it 
was too late. They were warned by 
Moses, ‘‘Go not up, for the Lord is not 
among you . . . for the Amalekites ... 
are there before you.” How typical and 
true! At first Amalek was down south by 
Sinai; this time they were north on the 
border of the land, Each time they came 
between Israel and the will of God, just 
as the flesh seeks to come between the 
believer and God’s desire for an advance 
in holiness and victory. This time Israel 
was discomforted, because their effort 
was made in the energy of the flesh. 

Israel finally entered the land by Jor- 
dan. By and by they became apostate and 
idolatrous, In I Samuel 15, we find that 
God allowed them a new start under 
their first king, Saul. His initial com- 
mission from God was: “Now go and 
smite Amalek . . . and spare them not.” 
Now Amalek was in the center of the 
land, still disputing possession with 
Israel, as the flesh always will dispute 
the supremacy of Christ in the soul. This 
third encounter shows how Saul lost the 
kingdom by trying the impossible. He 
“spared the best of the sheep” (verse 9), 
when there is no “‘best’’ in the flesh (“‘no 
good thing” said Paul). Even so, half 
measures will never avail in this holy 
war. We shall lose the kingdom of God’s 
blessing as surely as we spare the flesh. 
For Christ cannot give us the complete 
deliverance we need if He is not Lord 
of all. 

Let us look at one more example of 
this spiritual conflict as found in II Sam- 
uel 1, This deals with the death of Saul, 
who took a lot of killing! As you care- 
fully read the record, I think you will 
agree with David that this young man 








was speaking the truth. David asked: 
‘How knowesi thou that Saul and Jona- 
than his son be dead?” The young man 
answered, “As I happened by chance 
upon mount Gilboa, behold, Saul leaned 
upon his spear. And [Saul] said unto me, 
Who art thou? And I answered him, I 
am an Amalekite.” Then, he reports, “I 
stood upon him [Saul} and slew him.” 


I am sure it was not chance that 
brought this young man there at the criti- 
cal moment. It was prophetic and in 
keeping with spiritual realities that Am- 
alek should be “‘in at the death.” For that 
is tragically so of many believers. They 
live lives of continual defeat in spite of 
their best efforts, crying continually, “‘O 
wretched man that I am, who shall de- 
liver me?” and find no answer but in 
death itself. Yet Paul is inspired to pro- 
test: “Shall we continue in sin, that grace 
may abound?” [that God may keep on 
forgiving us}. And the idea of such 
domination by habits of sin is abhorrent, 
for he cries out, ‘““God forbid. How shall 
we, that are dead to sin, live any longer 
therein?” (Romans 6:1-2). For God has 
indeed a way of deliverance, and it is 
made known in the Scriptures. 


I think it is foreshadowed by what 
happened to David in I Samuel 30. 
David had been away north, and in his 
absence “the Amalekites had smitten 
Ziklag . . . and taken the women cap- 
tive,” including David's family. In verse 
6, “David was greatly distressed,’ and 
no wonder. We ought to be equally dis- 
tressed when the flesh is victorious, But 
David went into verse 6 distressed and 
came out of it in a very different frame 
of mind for, “David encouraged himself 
in the Lord his God” —a very sane and 
practical thing to do. Then he asked 
God: “Shall I pursue after this troop?” 
And God answered, “Pursue, for thou 
shalt . . . without fail recover all.” I 
believe that promise was prophetic. 
Given to David, it corresponds to the 
promise of Romans 6:14, ‘‘Sin shall not 
have dominion over you.” Instead, we 
are to be “more than conquerors” (Ro- 
mans 8:37). 


Satan against God 

Now let us go from these illustrations 
of conflict between flesh and spirit (Am- 
alek and Israel) in the Old Testament, 
to the doctrine of deliverance of the soul 
in the New. For surely the “persecution” 
mentioned in Galatians 4:29 has a very 
real application to the Christian life. In 
Galatians 5:17 we find that a new com- 
batant—the Spirit—has come to the as- 
sistance of the believer: “The flesh lust- 
eth against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh, and these are contrary 
the one to the other.” Here is an accur- 
ate picture of the believer's heart from 
the moment of conversion. Yet it looks 
more like a battleground! 

And it is. The believer’s heart is a con- 
tinual battleground between God and 
Satan. There great issues are decided. 

In World War I, an insignificant little 
hill in Flanders was invested with an im- 
portance out of all proportion to its size. 
Money and lives and resources were 
poured out unstintingly because it was 
the focus of the conflict between mighty 
armies and nations. Even so, the believ- 
er’s heart is the focus of the war between 
Satan and God. 

You say, but where do I come into 
this battle of verse 17? You don’t come 
into that verse at all. As a believer en- 
joys the peace of God, he may be quite 
unconscious of the battle ever being 
waged in the heart. Yet Satan working 
through the flesh is not going to aban- 
don his struggle for control of the heart, 
while the Holy Spirit operating through 
the new nature will ever seek to lead on 
in triumph and righteousness. 

We Choose the Victor 

But where do I come in? Where but 
in verse 16, where I stand in the position 
of umpire between these two contend- 
ing forces. Whichever one I side with 
will be victorious. It is a kind of triang- 
ular duel with two contenders—flesh and 
Spirit—but with my ego as the third 
party also involved. The problem be- 
comes clear when we recognize once for 
all that we do not control, but with the 
free will God has given us we have 
power to choose which shall control— 
the flesh or the Spirit. This option is 





clearly indicated by verse 16: ‘“Walk in 
the Spirit [whatever that may be foun 
to mean} and ye [your ego} shall no 
{need not} fulfill the lusts of the flesh,” 
Conversely, if you are fulfilling the lus 
of the flesh you are evidently not walk. 
ing in the Spirit, 

This important distinction that we dy 
not control our level of life spiritually 
but do and must choose who does con. 
trol, is so basic and vital that Paul urgs 
in Romans 6:16, “Know ye not [don 
you know} that to whom ye yield you. 
selves servants to obey, his servants 
are to whom ye obey, whether of sin {the 
flesh} ... . or of . . . righteousness {the 
Spirit}?” There is no question that we 
are yielding ourselves servants to one o 
the other and that we inevitably obg 
that power to which we have yielded. 


Let us keep the ego, the central per 
sonality, separate from its two natures 
in our thinking. A room may have tw 
windows: out of one we may overlook: 
dirty slum; across the room, the othe 
may look out on delectable mountains 
Yet neither window is the room, Simi: 
larly, neither the flesh nor the new nature 
is regarded in Scripture as the man, the 
ego. Man has two natures, and which 
ever One is in exercise controls his levd 


of life. 


Some years ago a commander in the 
British Navy went to the Keswick Con- 
vention in England. He was a vety ea 
nest Christian, but was afflicted with a 
ungovernable temper, which was always 
flaring out to shame him and spoil hi 
testimony. At the convention he had a 
experience with God which sent him 
home a changed man, to the great joy 0 
his friends, They asked: ‘“What has hap. 
pened to you since we last saw you? We 
are very glad it has happened. But whit 
brought it about ?”” He answered: “When 
I went to Keswick I was a real Christian 
and in some measure Christ my Saviou! 
was also my King. But up until then! 
had allowed Him only a Limited Mow 
archy over my soul, while I had ap 
pointed my Self as Prime Minister. And 
my Self, being Prime Minister, had the 
deciding word in my life, so that I was 
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always yielding to sin, But at those meet- 
ings I realized, as I should have long be- 
fore, that Christ’s death had bought Him 
the right, here and now, to be Absolute 
Monarch of my soul, So I forced (he was 
able to) my Self to resign as Prime 
Minister, and I appointed Christ as my 
Absolute Sovereign.” 

In this statement the commander was 
stressing precisely what Paul empha- 
sized in Romans 6:16. He had the power 
to force self to resign or surrender, and 
he had the power and sense to yield him- 
self unto Christ as supreme. There are 
likely to be a lot of prime ministers 
among those who read this. One notable 
thing about prime ministers is that they 
cling to office! And so will Prime Min- 
ister Self. 

In Galatians 5:16 the choice we make 
is stated as an alternative. In Romans 6: 
13 it is stressed as a command, a com- 
mand to be observed and obeyed if we 
are to be ‘‘more than conquerors.” ‘“Yield 
yourselves unto God, as those that are 
alive from the dead.” Peristemi, here 
translated yield, is rendered present in 
Romans 12:1. Both words imply surren- 
der, which is a stronger English word 
meaning the giving over of something so 
far held back. A person once said to me, 
“I don’t like the word surrender; it 
sounds like giving up to an enemy.” And 
Thad to answer, ‘That is just what it is. 
The Holy Spirit is the enemy of the flesh 
which has been in control of the life so 
often and so long.” 


Some years ago I was speaking on this 
subject at a large meeting of the Officers 
Christian Union in England, Several ad- 
mirals and generals were present as well 
as many other commissioned officers. As 
I was urging the need of a sincere and 
complete surrender, I suddenly noticed 
an old admiral glaring at me through 
his eyeglass! For a moment I was discon- 
certed, Here was I, a layman, urging sur- 
tender to His Majesty's officers. Yet 
whether they liked it or no, there it was. 
They were all surrendering, either to the 
flesh or to the Holy Spirit. And I told 
them so. We shall get nowhere in our 
spiritual lives unless we surrender our- 
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selves to the control of God’s Spirit. 

Once in Australia where I was having 
a series of meetings, there were three 
university girls in the front seat every 
evening. One night I told the story of 
the commander and his Prime Minister 
Self. When I returned to that town some 
weeks later, these three were there as 
usual. After the meeting they came for- 
ward and one of them, speaking for the 
others, held up three fingers and said, 
“Doctor, we have three prime ministers 
now on the dole!” (The dole was the 
subsistence allowance given to England's 
poor in depression days.) But I had to 
say, “No, the dole is much too good for 
Prime Minister Self; it will keep him too 
active.” God's prescription is death, 
“‘Reckon yourselves to be dead” (Ro- 
mans 6:11). 

So the level and enjoyment of our 
Christian life, the power we have for 
God’s service, depend continually on 
whether the flesh or the Spirit is in con- 
trol. We can and we do choose who 
controls. And the choice makes all the 
difference. Certainly this question of 
making a deliberate choice may seem only 
to push the problem one stage further 
back. As one has said, “If I could al- 
ways choose rightly, I would never sin!” 

Yes, it does push the problem further 
back—tright back from the moment on 
the street when I am assailed by tempta- 
tion and may yield to it, to the moment 
earlier in the day when I was on my 
knees with the Word of God before me. 
If my will was yielded to Him there, I 
will find no difficulty in making the right 
choice. I can meet the temptation “strong 
in the Lord and in the power of His 
might,” having built up a resistance to 
sin’s infection. As life goes on, the right 
choice can become habit, so that victory 
is the rule rather than the exception. 
Wherefore, “choose you this day whom 
ye will serve” (Joshua 24:15). 


Awake, my soul, and with the sun thy daily 
Stage of dutyrun... 

Glory to Thee who safe hast kept, and hast 
refreshed me whilst I slept... 

Direct, control, suggest, this day, all I de- 
sign, or do, or say.—THOMAS KEN 


END 





The Check Was Too Large... 


He came to our spring retreat, a quiet 
fellow who didn’t say much. But he 
seemed to get a lot out of it. Once he 
came up to me and without any prelimi- 
nary words sort of blurted out, “Isn't 
the Lord good?” It was later I learned 
he had been a Christian only a week 
when he came. 


He came to the next conference, too, 
still quiet and still receptive, After one 
of the discussion periods, when our sub- 
ject was the problem of maintaining 
Bible study, he came up looking puzzled. 
“What's this conference trying to do?” 
he asked, Surprised, I countered with, 
“What do you mean?” “Well,” he said, 
“I don’t know what they’ re talking about 
on some of these problems.” ‘Which 
ones?” I asked. ‘Why do people have 
trouble studying the Bible? I just study 
2 


The Lord had been speaking to him 
concerning missionary service; he heard 
the call and answered it. Then we took 
up a missionary offering. It was large, 
even though the group was small. In it 
I was amazed to find a full monthly pay 
check, made out to this same chap and 
endorsed by him for missionary work 
among foreign students. 


It was too large, Ithought. I knew he 
didn’t have as much money as many 
other students. He must need this for 
school expenses. How could we take it? 
After talking with one or two leaders 
and praying about it, I approached him. 


“How can you give that much 
money?” I asked, There was a ring in 
his voice as he answered, ‘All that I 
have is the Lord’s. That money is not 
mine, but His.” Still I was bothered. 
“Don’t you need the money for school 
expenses? Will this make you depend- 
ent on someone else?” 


I was silenced, as much by the look 
in his eye as by his actual words, “The 
Lord has given me muscles and strength. 
I am dependent only on Him. That 
money is for His work abroad.” And all 
I could say was, ‘Thank you.” 


—A STAFF MEMBER 








Is There an I-V Method? 

(Continued from inside front cover) 
that we presume to try to limit the Holy 
Spirit to our Inter-Varsity way ? 


It is true that almost inevitably we 
crystallize into a certain routine—ap- 
proach—method of presenting the Lord 
Jesus which we believe honors Him and 
is being used by God in the salvation of 
students. But we must exercise constant 
vigilance lest we come to believe that the 
divine imprimatur is exclusively upon 
our way of doing things. Such an attitude 
would suggest that the Holy Spirit is 
limited to our methods; this is sinful 
pride and a sign of spiritual sterility. 


If we are to avoid such methodological 
ossification we must constantly be on the 
lookout for new and God-honoring ideas, 
approaches, and methods of campus evan- 
gelism. For our conferences we should 
try to invite men and women of God 
whom the Holy Spirit is using. Watch 
where the Holy Spirit is working, how 
He is working. Do not merely imitate a 
method but seek out men who are being 
used of God as soulwinners. But always 
put your trust in God alone. 


God’s method has always been His 
man, filled with the Spirit, proclaiming 
the message of God's grace. csw 


On to Urbana 
(Continued from page 27) 

So there are two things to do. One is 
to make your plans to come now. Ever 
since the Toronto convention two years 
ago students have been saying, “I wish 
I had gone.” The other thing is to make 
a point to pray regularly from now until 
convention time for God's blessing. Pray 
that by His grace this convention may set 
our generation on fire for Missionary 
Conquest, a conquest of love, as we take 
the message of God's love to those who 
have never heard. Let us realize that mis- 
sionary conquest means first God’s con- 
quest of the individual, as His love 
conquers those unreached areas in our 
own lives that hinder our worldwide 
witness. END 
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Set a Watchman 

(Continued from page 1) 
fective prayer costs time and trouble: it 
is a piece of service which may be as 
costly as volunteering to go abroad. 


Effective prayer also requires sympa- 
thetic understanding of all the condi- 
tions of the work. We emphasize “‘sym- 
pathetic’ for we need to project 
ourselves into the thoughts and lives of 
the missionary and the people with whom 
he lives. It is a great source of encour- 
agement and strength to missionaries to 
have close fellowship with friends in the 
home countries, but it is also a surprise 
and disappointment to many to discover 
how superficial is the knowledge of 
many, and how unconcerned they are 
at their ignorance which so grievously 
hampers their effectiveness in this piece 
of God-given work. The fault often lies 
in our attitude to prayer. We regard it as 
a rather meritorious extra instead of as a 
serious piece of work for which we must 
be equipped by the Holy Spirit and by 
constant personal study if we are to be 
effective. 

The methods of missionary prayer are 
many. As in every form of Christian 
service, it is the duty of each to discover 
God's will in this matter, for God leads 
some to particular prayer for one coun- 
try, or for one district, or for one place; 
for one ethnological group, or one re- 
ligious section; for one social or occupa- 
tional group; for one missionary, and 
his contacts. So might one continue to 
elaborate the possibilities, Much of this 
prayer will be offered privately by in- 
dividual Christitans, but the smaller 
prayer groups and the larger meetings 
should not be neglected. Not only is 
such fellowship mutually helpful and 
stimulating, but also God's special bless- 
ing may be claimed when several agree 
to seek the Lord in this way. 


Let us, then, pray for a new vision 
in the Church of this fundamental work 
of the Home Base, and for ourselves, 
that God may direct us concerning the 
part He has purposed for us. END 
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Jesus, the Son of Man 

(Continued from page 16) 
choice He made, mentioned here jp 
vv. 14-16. He could not deliver us ex. 
cept by dying our death, and so perforce 
(the force of love), He took our nature 
(v. 14), in order to defeat our foe. We 
need never fear death when we are His 
(v. 15). Our spirits are emancipated and 
go to share His glory (John 11:25-26), 
While here, we learn through suffering 
as He did, but He understands our suffer. 
ing perfectly, for He was made like us 
(vv. 16-17). In such a body as ours, He 
made reconciliation for us by dying to 
our sins (Romans 6:10), and He come 
very near the tempted ones as their di- 
vine and human Brother (v. 18), “able 
to save them to the uttermost.” 


Chapter 3:1-6 belongs to this portrait 
(Chapters and verses were introduced for 
our convenience, and are not inspired. 
We can ignore them sometimes.) These 
verses call our attention to Jesus whom 
God has set as our divine Brother over 
the family of God's children (v. 6), 
Moses was set as a servant over God's 
family in the wilderness, and was faith- 
ful to his trust (vv. 2 and 5). But Jesus 
Christ who Himself builds this house 
of God, putting each living stone into its 
place (vv. 3-4), is a Son over His own 
house, loving and caring for each. So let 
us take one more good look at Him (y. 
1), and remember our responsibility to- 
ward what we have seen, toward Him, 


There was no other good enough 
To pay the price of sin. 

He only could unlock the gate 
Of heaven, and let us in. 


Oh, dearly, dearly has He loved, 
And we must love Him too. 
And trust in His redeeming blood, 

And learn His works to do. 


—CECIL F. ALEXANDER 
END 
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Daily, personal, devotional study 
of God’s Word, with prayer, is 
necessary to spiritual growth. Use 
these questions to help guide 
your Quiet Time during Novem- 
ber. 


Monday, November I 
LUKE 19:1-10 (1) Contrast the re- 


| sponse of this rich man with the rich man 
| of 18:23. Christ here demonstrates that 


what is impossible among men is pos- 
sible with God. (2) What obstacles did 
Zacchaeus have to overcome in order to 
see Jesus? When I begin to act on a per- 
sistent spiritual determination, then it is 
that God will do exceedingly above all 
my expectations. How did Christ's gifts 
exceed those of Zacchaeus? (3) Was his 
generous and honest resolve the cause or 
the result of his salvation? Study the 
contrast in Eph, 2:9-10 between “not of 
works .. . but unto good works.”” (4) 
Publicans were looked upon as heathen 
by the average Jew. But Christ stresses 
that this one in repenting is reinstated 
by his faith as a son of Abraham and will 


| like him guide his household in right- 


eousness, See Gen, 18:19. 


Tuesday, November 2 
LUKE 19:11-28 (1) How does this par- 
able correct three misconceptions con- 


' cetning Christ and His kingdom: (a) 


that He should immediately set it up, 
(b) that His followers should be at once 
telieved of onerous duties and be given 
positions of honor beside Him (cp. Mt. 
20:21); and (c) that the Messiah would 
be openly welcomed by His own people? 
(2) Our Lord has now gone into heaven 
to be crowned King (Phil. 2:9) and to 
feturn (Rev. 19:11-16). In the mean- 


| While what does He expect of us His 
rber with 


er addr | 
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servants? What has He given us corres- 

ponding to the pound? Cp. v. 26 with 
8:18, following the parable about receiv- 
ing the Word. (3) How does Christ de- 
fine His enemies (v. 27)? Some men 
would like to be saved by Christ but not 
ruled by Him. What constitutes me one 
of His friends (Jn. 15:14) ? 


Wednesday, November 3 

LUKE 19:29-48 (1) Why do you think 
Christ who formerly refused men’s ac- 
clamations (see Jn. 6:15), here deliber- 
ately prepared for public recognition? 
Note who they were who greeted Him 
and whom they honored with their 
praises (v.37). (2) In the midst of such 
triumph, behold the Saviour, neither ex- 
alted with pride nor oppressed with self- 
pity for the sufferings awaiting Him, but 
weeping over Jerusalem (v. 41). Why? 
What was Jerusalem’s great sin and the 
reason for her doom? Do I recognize the 
time of my “visitation” (v. 44)—when 
God extends spiritual opportunities? 
(3) What must first take place in my 
life, as in the temple, if I would have 
Christ daily teaching me (vv. 45-47) ? 


Thursday, November 4 

LUKE 20:1-18 (1) Read Heb. 5:1-6 
for a fuller understanding of the chief 
priests’ questioning Christ's authority to 
cleanse the temple and to teach there 
daily. Where did they derive their author- 
ity? Note the significance of Christ’s 
‘Neither tell I you.’’ What really caused 
these religious leaders to pretend igno- 
rance as to Christ’s divine right? Do I 
fear men more than God? (2) Observe 
how the Lord used the parable of the 
vineyard to assure the people (cp. 19: 
48) of His authority. On what basis did 
He claim it? (3) To whom did Christ 
refer by “‘others’’ (v. 16)? Cp. Mt. 21: 
43 and I Pet. 2:9-10. What does the 
Lord of the vineyard expect from those 
to whom He entrusts it ? 

Friday, November & 

LUKE 20:19-26 (1) What class of men 
sought to embroil Christ politically ? Am 
I on the alert against those who would 
draw me into conflict with the authori- 
ties of my school for their own political 
purposes? (2) What important lesson 


does Christ’s answer in v. 25 teach? Does 
becoming a citizen of heaven relieve me 
of all responsibility as a citizen on earth? 
(3) See in this incident an illustration 
of the truth of Job 5:12-13. What pro- 
vision has God made that we His chil- 
dren may not be deceived by the crafti- 
ness of men? Study Eph, 4:11-14 and 
Heb. 4:12. 


Saturdag, Nevember 6 

LUKE 20:27-47 (1) Observe how the 
Lord turns a question designed to mock 
the resurrection into an occasion for 
teaching two definite truths concerning 
that state. (When death is no more, mar- 
riage and procreation are not necessary 
to replenish heaven’s population.) Let 
me ask God for wisdom to give a vital 
answer even to absurd questions. (2) In 
Rev. 22:16 Christ is called “the root and 
offspring of David.” As Son of God, He 
is David's Lord, his Creator and the cause 
of his being (his root); but as Son of 
man, He is David's son, a branch of his 
family according to the flesh (his off- 
spring). (3) Do I sometimes put on a 
spiritual front to cover up selfish mo- 
tives? Do I take part in prayer to attract 
attention ? 


Sunday, November 7 

LUKE 21:1-19 (1) The Lord Jesus takes 
note not only of the injustices done us 
(20:47) but also of the sacrifices we 
make (21:4). Does the former excuse 
the absence of the Jatter? (2) What pur- 
pose must the Christian never lose sight 
of even in times of persecution (cp. v. 13 
with Acts 1:8)? Memorize v. 15 and 
claim it by faith whenever you are on 
defense for the gospel. (3) The prom- 
ise of v. 18 has been reconciled with the 
known martyrdom of thousands of 
Christ's followers by understanding it 
as a proverbial expression “denoting the 
greatest indemnity and security imagin- 
able.”” Thus, no matter what sacrifice or 
suffering may be endured for Christ, yet 
we are not in the least respect the losers. 
He takes note of every detail and His 
reward more than recompenses. Cp. Rom. 
8:18. (4) In view of all this, am I heed- 
ing His two commands ‘Be not de- 
ceived,” ‘Be not terrified” ? 








Monday, November 8 
LUKE 21:20-38 (1) The Lord Jesus re- 


peatedly foretold the destruction of Jeru- 
salem which took place at the hands of 
the Romans in 70 A.D. Here He gives 
the reason. Study v. 22 in the light of 
Dan. 9:26 and with Lk. 11:50; 13:9; 
19:43-44; 20:15-16. (2) As at the siege 
of Jerusalem, so now increasingly men 
are filled with foreboding fears. As then, 
so now Christ still commands another 
attitude on the part of His followers (v. 
28). What is this attitude and what is 
the basis for it? (3) What is the only 
way Christ sets before me whereby I 
may rise above the world’s indifference to 
Christ’s return, and seek for more than 
the gratification of my natural desires 
and be concerned for more than temporal 
problems? 


Tuesday, November 9 

LUKE 22:1-23 (1) Observe how ready 
Satan is to forward evil designs. What 
means did he use? Does he use such 
means still? Cp, II Cor. 11:13-15. (2) 
The Passover commemorated God's great 
deliverance of Israel from Egypt. See Ex. 
12:12-14. Its celebration spoke of the 
covenant between God and His people. 
Now a greater deliverance was about to 
be accomplished, and a new covenant 
(testament) established. So the passover 
feast was fulfilled (v. 16) and super- 
seded by the Lord’s Supper. (3) What 
is the greater deliverance that Christ has 
accomplished for me? At the very first 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper, a 
traitor was present. When I eat and drink 
of the bread and wine, do I do so in 
memory of Christ’s death for me and in 
acknowledgment of the covenant that 
now exists between us? 

Wednesday, November 10 

LUKE 22:24-38 (1) What is one dis- 
tinguishing trait of a truly great man of 
God ? Observe in vv. 29-30 how the Lord 
explains the absurdity of striving for 
earthly positions of honor, when God 
has already designed far greater privi- 
leges for us. Cp. I Cor. 6:2 and Rev. 19: 
9. (2) Read Micah 7:8 in connection 
with Peter's fall. If I have fallen into 
sin, why need I not despair? Cp, Heb. 


7:25 with v. 32. What particular minis- 
try has God for Christians who though 
they have dishonored Him by some lapse 
into sin, yet turn to Him in full repent- 
ance? (3) The disciples must now be 
prepared to meet severe opposition. They 
interpreted Christ’s words (v. 36) on 
the human level, whereas it seems Christ 
meant them spiritually. See Mt. 26:52 
and cp. II Cor. 10:4. What equipment 
have I with which to face Satan (v. 32) ? 
Thursday, November II 

LUKE 22:39-62 (1) As I behold the in- 
tensity of the Saviour’s agony on the 
Mount of Olives, do I wonder why there 
should be the least shrinking now on the 
part of One who had already laid aside 
His glory and taken upon Him the form 
of man? Ponder then v. 37, “he was 
reckoned among the transgressors.” This 
was the “cup” He was about to drink. 
Hitherto He had been absolutely apart 
from sin—now He was to take sin upon 
Him, to be identified with all the defile- 
ment of man’s sin—not only counted a 
transgressor by men but even by God 
(Isa. 53:6) who had to turn away His 
face from Him. See II Cor, 5:19-21. 
(2) Note some of the sins the Lord took 
upon Him illustrated here in vv. 45-62. 
Peter could never have been reckoned 
righteous—justified—before God unless 
the Saviour had been reckoned iniquitous 
on his behalf. May I never forget the cost 
of my justification. 


Friday, November 12 

LUKE 22:63-23:12 (1) When Christ 
spoke of the Son of man sitting on the 
right hand of God, the Jewish council, 
knowing Daniel’s prophecy (see 7:13) 
immediately inferred that He was claim- 
ing to be the Son of God. For this they 
condemned Him. (2) But what charge 
did they lay against Him before Pilate? 
These very accusers were disappointed 
that Christ had not set Himself up as a 
king in opposition to the Roman tule. 
Such is malice. Prayerfully consider Heb. 
12:3. (3) This is one of the few in- 
stances (vv. 8-9) when Christ refused to 
show His power, Why? Cp. 4:3 and Mt. 
13:58, Am I beholding His miracles to- 
day? 





Saturday, Nevember 13 

LUKE 23:13-32 (1) Why do you think 
God caused the faultlessness of Jesus tp 
be stressed so repeatedly at this time? 
Consider I Pet. 1:18-19. (2) How does 
the insistent clamorous choice of the Jews 
illustrate the Lord’s own words in Jn, 
3:19? (3) V. 31 contrasts a living, green 
tree with a dead, dry one. The first js 
Christ, the second Israel (cp. Isa. 53:2~ 
a root out of a dry ground). If the fire 
of judgment falls even on the green tree, 


what will happen when it falls on the § 


dry? So Christ warns of the coming 
judgment upon Jerusalem. Cp, also Jer, 
25:29 and I Pet. 4:17. Do I merely h. 
ment Christ’s sufferings but remain un. 
moved at the doom awaiting those who 
refuse to accept Him? 


Sunday, November 14 


LUKE 23:33-56 (1) Today prayerfully | 


read the last three clauses of Is, 53:12 
and note their fulfillment in vv, 33-34, 
“Said” in v. 34 is literally, Jesus “kept 
saying.” (2) “Forgive” is the same word 


as in 13:8 meaning “let be,” “‘let alone.” ' 
So Christ prayed that God would hold ; 


back the judgment due those who dared 
to crucify the Son of God. God was in 


Christ reconciling the world unto Him. | 
self: and so judgment was withheld and | 
an opportunity for repentance granted. ! 
Read Acts 3:17, 19. (3) Contrast the , 


attitudes revealed by the requests of the 


two malefactors. What kinds of deliver: * 


ance were they seeking? What kind am 
I? Do I come with an “if” or with 
“Lord” ? 


Monday, November 15 
LUKE 24:1-12 (1) Note why these wo- 


men were the first to learn of Christ's ‘ 
resurrection. Does this suggest anything + 
to me as to the way I may daily leam , 


more of my Lord? What motivated theit 
coming to the tomb? What motivates my 
seeking the Lord in prayer? (2) Think 
carefully over the angels’ question in ¥. 
5—"the living one {singular} among the 
dead ones [plural]. Christ’s resurtec- 
tion distinguishes Christianity from any 
other religion. The difference is that be 
tween life and death. (3) God sent two 
witnesses (v. 4) to tell of His Son's 
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resurrection. Note the only proof to 
which they appeal (vv. 6-7). If we do 
not believe Jesus rose again, we make 
Him a liar. But when we do believe, 
what does God immediately expect of 
ys? With v. 9 read Acts 2:32. 


Tuesday, November 16 

LUKE 24:13-35 (1) This story shows 
that human reason alone is not a sufh- 
cient guide to the understanding of the 
Gcriptures. What more is required? Con- 
trast the despair (v. 17) to which human 
reasoning leads with the glowing joy (v. 
32) of divine revelation. Use Eph. 1:17- 
18 as your prayer for today, (2) Why 
is it not far-fetched to seek for truth 
concerning Christ in the Old Testament ? 
Cp. v. 27 with Jn. 5:46-47. (3) Note 
that this pair of disciples invited the 
stranger to be their guest, But He took 
over and became their host. Have I let 
Christ become the Lord of my life or am 
I merely treating Him as a guest? 


Wednesday, November 17 

LUKE 24:36-53 (1) In what two ways 
did the Lord Jesus overcome the dis- 
ciples’ unbelief due first to fear, then to 
joy? Note that these two ways call at- 
tention to His actual death and to His 
physical resurrection—in contradistinc- 
tion to the appearance of a mere spiritual 
being (v. 37). (2) Find here a valid 
reason for taking time to teach new Chris- 
tians from the Old Testament as well as 
from the New. (3) What promise is 
invariably connected with the command 
to witness? Cp. Acts 1:8 and Lk, 21:13, 
15. Have I been trying in my own 
strength and wisdom to start spiritual 
conversations with others? (4) What 
was the disciples’ response to Christ's 
blessing them (vv. 50-51)? Is my re- 
sponse the same (vv. 52-53)? 
Thursday, November 18 

PHILIPPIANS 1:1-11 (1) Although Paul 
had planted the church at Philippi amid 
unfavorable circumstances (cp. Acts 16: 
12-23), and was even now in prison 
again at Rome, and so unable to visit the 
Philippian believers, what ground had 
he for assurance that their faith would 
not be just a temporary profession? Have 
I this assurance for myself? (2) Study 
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these verses closely to see the kind of re- 
lationship that existed between Paul and 
those whom he was instrumental in lead- 
ing to the Lord. Is it only a sense of duty 
that impels me to keep in touch with 
young Christians? Study the phrase “in 
the bowels (or tender merices) of Jesus 
Christ” in the light of Rom. 5:5. 
Friday, November 19 

PHILIPPIANS 1:12-30 (1) Why was 
Paul able to rejoice even in such an ad- 
versity as imprisonment? What good 
thing took place because of this that 
otherwise would not have occurred (v. 
13)? (2) Note how constantly in the 
epistles the apostles emphasize that suf- 
fering and persecution are to be expected 
as the normal lot of an obedient follower 
of Christ. With v. 29 cp. I Pet. 4:12-13 
and I Thess. 3:3-4 and II Tim. 3:12. 
(3) What is the only attitude of heart 
that can enable me to look upon afflic- 
tions and future dread uncertainties with 
such unconcern as Paul? For what or 
whom primarily am I living? Is my de- 
sire to be perfectly united to Christ as 
strong as my love for those on earth? 


Saturday, November 20 
PHILIPPIANS 2:1-18 (1) From such ex- 
hortations as these, what would you con- 
clude was the spiritual state of the 
Christians in Philippi? Cp. also 1:27 and 
4:2. Are such conditions foreign to my 
experience? Perhaps there is a command 
here for me to obey. (2) Note carefully 
for what purpose this great passage (vv. 
5-11) on the glory, humiliation and ex- 
altation of Christ was written. In what 
particular is Christ here set forth as an 
example? (3) “Nation” in v. 15 is liter- 
ally ‘‘generation.’” The more corrupt this 
age of ours becomes, the more God de- 
sires His children to shine out in distinc- 
tion. How can we do this (v. 13)? 
Remember why such personal holiness is 
essential (v. 16a). Is my life clouding 
the outshining of the Light to others? 
Sunday, November 21 

PHILIPPIANS 2:19-30 (1) What is the 
most striking characteristic in the rela- 
tionship of Paul, Timotheus, and Epaph- 
roditus with the Philippians (vv. 19, 20, 
26) ? Study this passage as an illustration 





of Jn. 13:35. (2) Note carefully Paul's 
sending others to help and strengthen the 
believers in Philippi when he himself 
could not go. This letter too was another 
effective means of follow-up. Am I using 
both these means and the one in 1:4, 9 
for following up that friend who was 
converted last year at college? (3) The 
result for myself, if I do, will be similar 
to Paul’s experience (v. 19) and John’s 
(III Jn. 4). (4) How did Epaphroditus 
exemplify Christ’s teaching in Lk. 9:24? 
Monday, November 22 

PHILIPPIANS 3:1-16 (1) How does the 
injunction of v, 1 summarize the whole 
teaching of this passage? (2) “Rejoice” 
in v. 3 is lit. “make our boast in.” Think 
through the various advantages and abili- 
ties you have, as Paul did, honestly seek- 
ing to discover whether you base your 
confidence on anything beside Jesus 
Christ Himself. (3) What was the su- 
preme goal toward which Paul bent 
every effort? Think over v. 12, “that I 
might make it my own, because Christ 
Jesus has made me his own” (R.S.V.). 
Has God a special purpose for my life? 
Read Eph, 2:10. 

Tuesday, November 23 

PHILIPPIANS 3:17-4:7 (1) Study the 
contrast between those who mind earthly 
things and those whose conversation (lit. 
“citizenship” ) is in heaven. The former 
are carnal Christians. See I Cor, 3:1-3, 
and read Rom, 8:5-8, (2) The medium 
of carnal desires is the body (v. 21). 
Scripture teaches us that now such de- 
sires are to be kept in the place of death 
by the Holy Spirit’s power (Rom. 8:13). 
But at the Lord’s coming (v. 20) we 
shall experience the salvation of our very 
bodies, even as now we know the salva- 
tion of our minds and spirits. Consider 
Rom. 8:23. (3) What is the one effec- 





EVERY MORNING... 









After you have finished answering each 
day’s specific questions, review by answer- 
ing these important queries: 

1. Is there any example for me to seek to 
follow by God's help? 

2. Is there a command to be obeyed? 

3. Is there a sin for me to avoid or to 
forsake? 

4. Is there a promise for me to claim; if 
so, what are its conditions? 

5. What does this passage teach me (by 
illustration or statement) about Jesus Christ, 
God, myself, His will for my life? 

6. Is there something in this passage which 
should be my prayer for today? 


tive antidote for worry? Have I ever 
tried it fully, following all the directions 
(vv. 4-7)? 


Wednesday, November 24 
PHILIPPIANS 4:8-23 (1) Thinking (v. 
8) precedes action (v. 9). If I would live 
a life of purity and of honor, where must 
I first win the victory? Is such victory 
possible? Read II Cor. 10:4-5, (2) What 
valuable lesson had Paul learned 
through all the vicissitudes of his life? 
When Christ is my teacher, He not only 
informs my mind, not only sets me an 
example, but does something still more 
wonderful (v, 13). Let my prayer for 
today be centered in this verse and in 
Jn. 15:5. (3) If I have made it my am- 
bition to be well-pleasing to God, have 
I followed the example of the Philip- 
pians in relation to those who have 
helped me spiritually ? Is a man ever dis- 
advantaged by giving to the Lord? Mem- 
orize v. 19. Cp. also Pro. 11:25 and 19: 
We 


Thursday, November 25 

II SAMUEL 5:4-25 (1) Observe the first 
act of David on becoming king of all 
Israel. Jerusalem was in the territory of 
Benjamin, Saul’s tribe. See Judges 1:21. 
When Jesus Christ is made king of my 
life, He immediately conquers the sins I 
neither could nor would overcome with- 
out Him. Cp. Gal. 5:17, 24. (2) Some 
explain “the blind and the lame” as 
David's term for the Jebusites’ idols 
which see not nor walk, on whom they 
pinned all their trust. Others say Jerusa- 
lem was thought so impregnable that 
only the maimed were set to guard it. In 
either case contrast their misplaced con- 
fidence with David’s source of strength 
(v. 10). Is that strength mine too? (3) 
Name at least three reasons for David's 
two victories over the Philistines. How 
much credit did he claim for himself 
(v. 20) ? Consider Ps. 115:1. 


Friday, November 26 

II SAMUEL 6 (1) God had expressly 
shown the only manner in which His 
holy ark was to be conveyed (see Num. 
4:15; 7:9. Cp. I Chr. 15:13-15). Good 
intentions (v. 6) will not excuse sin in 
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God’s sight (v. 7). (2) How often do 
I, like David (v, 8), take sides against 
God when He has revealed Himself in 
judgment against an offender! The rea- 
son is always the same (v. 9)—the inner 
realization that I too may fall into sim- 
ilar sin. (3) David was so taken up with 
the Lord’s glory and the joy of bringing 
up the ark that he laid aside his kingly 
raiment and donned the light garment 
worn by those who served God in holy 
things. Cp. Jn. 13:4. Offended pride ex- 
aggerated this act (v. 20). Often in the 
moment of exaltation arising from a real 
act of devotion, some dearly-loved Mich- 
al may impugn my conduct. Contrast v. 
20 “before ... men” with v. 21 “before 
the Lord.” 


Saturday, November 27 

II SAMUEL 7:1-17 (1) God was pleased 
with David’s intention to build Him a 
house (cp. I Kings 8:18). But He had 
other work for His servant—more terri- 
tories to be conquered that there might 
be ample revenue for such a building, 
more psalms to be composed for the wor- 
ship of God in such a temple. So if you 
have a real ambition for God’s glory, He 
will use you in some way—though per- 
haps not directly or as you expected— 
towards the accomplishment of that pur- 
pose. (2) God’s covenant with David 
referred first to Solomon. But in whom 
alone will it be ultimately fulfilled? See 
Lk, 1:32. (3) God’s marvelous prom- 
ises to David were all with a view to His 
people Israel. See vv. 8-10. Cp. Eph. 4: 
11-12. Bear this in mind when God sig- 
nally blesses you. 


Sunday, November 28 

II SAMUEL 7:18-8:18 (1) How did 
God’s great promises to David affect his 
own estimation of himself and of God? 
Cp. Rom, 12:3; Isa. 57:15, David imme- 
diately perceived God’s true purpose (vv. 
21, 24). Perhaps God is delaying certain 
blessings for me because He knows that 
now my foolish heart would take the 
credit to itself. (2) “We must turn 
God’s promises into prayers, and then 
they shall be turned into performances.” 
See vv. 25-29. What greater prayer (v. 
20) can I offer to God than definite 
1948 
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prayer for the fulfillment of His prom. 
ises? (3) In extending his conquests tp 
the river Euphrates (8:3) David is said 
to “recover his border.” See the reason 
in Gen. 15:18. What use did David make 
of all the spoils (vv. 7, 11) ? What use 
do I make of the successes which God) 


may give me in studies, sports or in other 


lines ? 

Monday, November 29 

II SAMUEL 9 (1) Mephibosheth wa 
only five years old (4:4) when Jonathan 
his father was killed. But many years 
passed (v. 12) before David took the 
trouble to fulfil his promise to Jonathan 
(I Sam. 20:14, 17). Am I so absorbed 
in my own interests as to be oblivious to 
the needs of former friends? (2) To 
sow kindness is to reap kindness. It seems 
Machir of Lodebar (v. 4) did not forget 
David’s goodness to Mephibosheth. See 
II Sam. 17:27-29. (3) The story of 
Mephibosheth provides an illustration of 
God’s graciousness to us who once be 
longed among His enemies, and were 
impotent and impoverished. Read. Eph. 
2:4-6. What spiritual privilege have we 
equivalent to eating continually at the 
king’s table? See Rev. 3:20. 

Tuesday, November 30 

II SAMUEL 10 (1) If I like David set 
out to show kindness to others, let me be 
prepared for some sharp rebuttals and 
misinterpretations of my motives (wv. 3 
4). (2) Study Joab’s short battle speech 
(vv. 11-12). Note the absence of boast- 
ful confidence, his plan of co-operation, 
his exhortation to courage, his battle 
aims, and his yieldedness to the Lord's 
will. Remember especially the combina 
tion of man’s part and the Lord’s (v. 12) 
in seeking to overcome spiritual enemies. 
(3) “Each victory will help you some 
other to win.” Success in one pitched 
battle led to the peaceful subjugation of 
many other enemies (v. 19). If by the 
Lord's help I win the victory over a vio- 
lent temper, then the many attendant 
sins of irritability, exaggeration etc. will 
be easily subdued. 


“This Morning With God” now appem 
on four complete, perforated pages. Thi 
makes it convenient for those who use i 
their daily Quiet Time to remove this sectin 


and pass His along to a friend before th 


first of next month. 
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MY PROFESSOR says 


f, psychology prof teaches us that 
we are the product of our impulses and 
glands, and that they set our life in mo- 
tion and indicate its direction. If this is 
10, how is it possible for God to direct 
and guide the individual ? 


If the premise of the question is true, 
then it is impossible for God to direct 
and guide the individual. You will notice 
that I have used a statement that is con- 
structed almost exactly like the question. 
This is for the purpose of pointing out 
that you are here dealing with a type of 
teasoning known as the hypothetical syl- 
logism. It is made up of two parts: the 
hypothesis or conditional proposition, 
and the consequent. Disregarding for 
this occasion the technical logical require- 
ments of such a syllogism, we may say 
that if the conditional statement proves 
to be a fact, then the consequent is also 
a fact. That is why I began with the 
statement I used. If we are solely—notice 
that I am now pushing the condition into 
an extreme form by adding the word 
wolely—the product of our impulses and 
glands, then nothing else, including God, 
can direct or guide us. We are a closed 
ystem. Such a philosophy is widespread 
ind at first disconcerting to meet. How- 
‘ver, it goes too far, disastrously too far. 
Let me explain. 

This philosophy is known as deter- 
minism, There are various types and de- 
grees, but the crucial point is this: Could 
ny actions and feelings and thoughts 
have been different from what they are, 
“en if all preceding elements in the 
‘ituation were the same? If they could 
Not have been different, then however 
Carefully it may be covered up, we have 


determinism. If they could have been 
different, then we do not have deter- 
minism, though we may have a belief that 
our lives are strongly influenced by var- 
ious factors. No one will deny the power- 
ful influence of various elements of 
heredity and environment, but if that in- 
fluence leaves no possibility that we 
might—had we chosen—have done dif- 
ferently, then we have determinism, My 
answer assumes that determinism is in- 
volved in the question. 


And determinism goes too far. It 
makes impossible any really rational ac- 
tivity and any certainty that any idea is 
objectively true, even including deter- 
minism itself. That is, if determinism /s 
true it cannot be known to be true nor 
can anything else be known to be true. 
Such a conclusion at one stroke destroys 
all knowledge, all possibility of arriving 
at truth, all sense in any attempt to arrive 
at truth. And thus I say that determinism 
goes too far; it even destroys itself. 

How so? Well, if all my thoughts are 
determined and I am not able to consider 
all the evidence and reasons for each 
possible conclusion and freely choose the 
best conclusion, then I can only say of 
any opinion that it is what I am forced 
to believe. But I cannot say that it is the 
truth based on the weighing of evidence 
and reasons. For I can believe nothing 
else. If conditions were otherwise I 
would be forced to believe otherwise. 
Any opinion therefore might be true or 
might not be true; that would mean 
nothing. I could do nothing about it. My 
glands would force me to believe what 
I believe. Determinists are such, not be- 
cause they have good reasons for being 


so, but because their heredity or environ- 
ment make them so. Given other en- 
vironment, they would not be determin- 
ists—/f determinism is true. As C. E. M. 
Joad says of materialism—which is 
necessarily deterministic—" Materialism, 
then, which purports to be thought about 
the universe, turns out to be unable to 
tell us anything about the universe. It 
can only tell us about what is happening 
in the bodies and minds of materialists”’ 
(Guide to Philosophy, New York, 1946; 
p- 537). 

When next you meet this deterministic 
position, smile as you remember how it 
eats itself up. END 


News from the Campus 
(Continued from back cover) 

e The American Officers Christian 
Union is sponsoring buffet suppers in 
Philadelphia after the Penn-Army and 
Penn-Navy games this fall, to which 
Cadets and Midshipmen will be invited. 
The first annual dinner of this group will 
be given after the Army-Navy game. 


e 1948 continues to be a year for 
girls. In late spring, Mr. and Mrs. Mel- 
vin J. Friesen welcomed their second 
daughter, Joyce Ann. Mel is an Inter- 
Varsity staff member in southern Cali-. 
fornia. On August 14, Karen Elaine Rod- 
berg was born to Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
Rodberg. Karen’s mother was formerly 
Hope Lundgren, bookkeeper at the Chi- 
cago office until recently. Merilyn Marg- 
aret Netsch was born on August 31 to 
Herbert and Lydia Netsch, staff members 
in the Pacific Northwest. 


@ The University of Purdue chapter 
reports that this summer it sent 117 
more pounds of clothing to Europe, mak- 
ing a total of 771 pounds that have been 
sent since last fall. 

Over twenty members of the summer 
group at Purdue took the afternoon of 
July 31 off for a picnic at Turkey Run 
State Park. Following a hike “up and 
down hills, through cool woods and can- 
yons” and a delicious supper, the three 
who graduated this summer each gave a 
short talk. 





. NEWS OF THE 


@ Three teams traveled in various 
parts of the United States this summer on 
behalf of the Foreign Missions Fellow- 
ship of Inter-Varsity. They visited 
churches and Bible conferences, present- 
ing the needs of the foreign mission field 
and urging young people to consider the 
possibility of God's call to foreign serv- 
ice. 


One team traveled in the north central 
states, from Indiana to Montana. David 
Howard (extreme right), who is presi- 
dent of the national FMF, was the leader 
of the team, which was composed entire- 
ly of students from Wheaton College. Its 
other members were (I. to r.) Verdaine 
Holsteen, Jim Elliot, and Roger Lewis. 


Pictured above is another team which 
visited eleven southern states. From left 


to right are George Beacham of Colum- 
bia Bible College, George Learned of 
Bob Jones University, Dan Truax of Toc- 
COA Falls Bible College, and Harold 
Legant, leader of the team, also. from 
Columbia Bible College. 


A third team toured a group of the 
northeastern states from Maryland to 
Massachusetts. All four of its members— 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Farra, William 
Jones, and Sam Depue—attend the Phil- 
adelphia School of the Bible. 


The trip was nine weeks long and cov- 
ered nine thousand miles. Besides the 64 
complete services they conducted, the fel- 
lows were on five broadcasts, and had 
part in eighteen other meetings. Al- 
though, as Legant wrote, “it is impossible 
to keep accurate figures of the results and 
decisions made,” the fellows estimate 
that 150 young people for the first time 
dedicated their lives to the Lord’s service, 
in addition to a large number who re- 
dedicated themselves and many adults 
who indicated a desire to take a more 
active part in missionary gift and prayer 
support. 


e Forty students from four states 
attended the first Midwest Deeper Life 
Conference, held at Camp Ihduhapi, Lo- 
retto, Minnesota, the week beginning 
with Labor Day. Speakers were Dr. W. 
Robert Smith of the University of Du- 
buque, Rev. Richard Seume, pastor of the 
Madison Avenue Baptist Church of 
Paterson, New Jersey, and Dr. T. Nor- 
ton Sterrett, missionary secretary of 


IVCF. There were three morning j 
sions—in Bible study, missions, } 
campus witness—and one evening 
sion centered about the deeper life of 
Christian, The afternoons were free! 
recreation. Those who attended w 
impressed by the quiet work of the 
Spirit in their lives during the conf 
ence, 

e Apre-med student, a physics g 
an English major, and a history s 
took part in a 45-minute broadcast @ 
station CFRN, Edmonton, last spf 
They were all members of the I¥ 
chapter at the University of Alberta, 
turned the broadcast into a forum di 
sion of the question “Is Christianity 
less on the college campus?” 

e@ The chapter at the Universi 
Chicago announces that on Novemh 
it plans to show the latest film relea 
the Moody Institute of Science, “V@ 
of the Deep.”’ This chapter has pioneg 
in using these films on campus and 
lieves it is the first to show ‘Voice off 
Deep.” Unless some other claif 
comes forward, the honor goes to U.¢ 

e This spring J. Christy Wil 
who has been studying at the Univ 
of Edinburgh (Scotland) since he 
his post as FMF secretary a year agojt 
with members of the British and For 
Bible Society, who wanted to get Bi 
into the hands of the Olympics co 
tants in England. Their request to 
tribute the Bibles at a big service hel 
the contestants at St. Paul’s Cath 
was turned down. Because some 0 
Olympics players come from cous 
which are closed to missionaries, Wi 
and his friends were especially eage 
get the Bibles into their hands, 
much prayer, the Lord opened the4 
for them to distribute the Bibles @ 
the camps where the contestants 
staying. Two thousand Bibles were § 
out, including in some cases, two ¢@f 
players from the “closed” countries: 

Continued on inside back cover 
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